
Florida Assessments 
for Instruction in Reading

Lexiled Passages

© 2009 State of Florida, Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.



© 2009 State of Florida, Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.

This product is protected by the copyright laws of the United States.
Materials may not be copied, reproduced, republished, uploaded,
posted, transmitted, distributed, or modified without the written consent
of the Florida Department of Education, Tallahassee, Florida.

© 2009 State of Florida, Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.



i© 2009 State of Florida, Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.

Lexiled Passages
Table of Contents

Passage Lexile Score Page#

1. Tubing In Jamaica ..................................... 640L ................................................................1

2. Ostriches .................................................. 650L ................................................................6

3. A Field Trip to Remember ........................ 670L ..............................................................10

4. A Country Wedding .................................. 690L ..............................................................15

5. Anne Frank ................................................ 740L ..............................................................19

6. Up to my Neck in Trouble ......................... 750L ..............................................................25

7. Fire Drill ..................................................... 760L ..............................................................30

8. Snorkeling................................................. 790L ..............................................................34

9. Golf Lessons ............................................ 830L ..............................................................39

10. The Sea Urchin ......................................... 870L ..............................................................44

11. Brown Bears .............................................. 910L ..............................................................49

12. Kayaks and Kayaking .............................. 930L ..............................................................54

13. Alley Cats Moving On Up ........................ 970L ..............................................................58

14. The Bottlenose Dolphin ........................... 970L ..............................................................63

15. Zoo Camp ................................................. 1020L ............................................................67

16. Athletic Training ....................................... 1020L ............................................................72

17. Accidental Inventions ............................... 1030L ............................................................77

18. My First Flying Lesson ............................ 1040L ............................................................82

19. Ants ........................................................... 1040L ............................................................87

20. Guy Fawkes Night .................................... 1070L ............................................................93

21. A Brief Look at Football History .............. 1090L ............................................................98

22. My Flight on the Concorde ..................... 1090L ..........................................................102

23. Coral Castle .............................................. 1100L ..........................................................107

24. The Beach ................................................. 1110L ........................................................... 112

25. Oysters ...................................................... 1130L .......................................................... 116

26. Changes Coming to the Library ............. 1180L ..........................................................121



ii © 2009 State of Florida, Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.

Lexiled Text Passages Directions
Use these passages to conduct detailed observations of students’ approach to and 

use of comprehension strategies when reading connected text.

Materials

Instructional Level Reading Comprehension passages with comprehension questions 
(found in Toolkit)

Directions

Use the student’s Lexile score from the Reading Comprehension Screen to match 1. 
him or her to a passage. If the student is between two passages use the passage 
with the lower lexile level.
The student will read the passage and then answer comprehension questions about 2. 
the passage.
Students may read these passages silently in groups, working collaboratively to write 3. 
responses to comprehension questions, or may discuss responses orally in group 
discussion.

NOTE: These passages have not been precisely equated for difficulty within grade level, so 
they should not be used for the progress monitoring of oral reading fluency.

Suggested Teacher Script

I would like you to read a passage and then answer some questions. As you are 
reading, think about how you are making sure you understand the meaning of the 
passage. What strategies are you using? I will then ask you some questions about 
what you have read. 
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Tubing in Jamaica

James and Mike woke up early. Today they were going tubing in Jamaica! They 

were on a cruise with James’ parents and this was the first trip to shore. They were 

excited! They met the tour guide. He led them down the gang plank onto the dock. The 

sun was shining, but it looked cloudy up in the mountains where they were going. They 

lined up for the bus. The bus was old and rickety. The tour guide was a local named 

Pete. He was happy and friendly. He told them interesting facts about the area. The bus 

drove through the downtown area until the road got more rugged. The roads are small in 

Jamaica with a lot of twists and turns. 

Oftentimes, the roads narrowed and were barely big enough for one car. The 

driver had to toot his horn to warn anyone coming the other way. It was a terrifying 

experience! Most of the passengers were gripping their seats with white knuckles. 

Mike and James thought it was hilarious! They passed houses made of metal roofs 

up against brick walls. They saw rows of fresh laundry hung from washing lines tied to 

trees. They passed school children in their uniforms. Some of the children smiled and 

waved to the tourists on the bus. 

The roads started to head uphill. As they went higher, they were able to see 

breathtaking views of the lush valley below. It grew darker and cooler as they went 

higher up the mountain. At last, they arrived at the top. There was a small restaurant, a 

changing area, and beautiful gardens. When they got out of the bus, they were shown 

into the changing area. They had to put on lifejackets. Four tour guides accompanied 

their group. They would be tubing down the river with them. Smiling and joking, they 

were led to the river where the empty tubes were waiting. By then, it had started to rain.

The tubes were actually huge black tires. Pete showed them how to sit. You 

needed to put your legs over the front of the tire and lean back with your arms over 

the sides. They got into their tires on the cool water. Mike shivered. “It’s freezing!” he 

cried. Pete told them all to hold on to each others’ tubes so they didn’t set off without the 

others. Mike and James tried to grab hold of the other tubes, but the current was too 

strong. They hooted with laughter as they began to move quickly down the river. The 

tubes bobbed all over the place with minds of their own.
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“You have to use your hands to steer!” called out one of the tour guides. “The 

rapids are around the next corner so get ready!” he warned. 

The waves pushed Mike into the rapids first. The quick water spun his tube 

around and around. James was next. Whoosh! The swirling waves took his tube down 

into the rapids. He flew towards the side of the river and his t-shirt got caught on one 

of the over-hanging branches. James was laughing so hard, he couldn’t move. His tube 

was pulled down the river as he was left hanging by his t-shirt. His feet and legs were 

dangling in the water. Mike looked back and screamed with laughter when he saw 

James.

One of the guides helped James get untangled. He gave him a tube and they 

were off again. They were soaking wet, but having so much fun. It was a wonderful 

experience. They gently bobbed down the slow parts of the river and then rushed into 

the rapids. Finally, they ended the three mile trip near a small, wooden pier at the side 

of the river. They were soaked and exhausted from laughing and steering. “That was 

amazing!” said Mike and James together. They agreed that they loved everything about 

Jamaica, and that tubing was a blast!

Tubing in Jamaica (continued)  _________________________________
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1.  Which words from the story mean nearly the SAME?

a.  current, rickety

b.  suspended, untangled

c.  soaked, wet

d.  hooted, broadly

2.  Read this sentence from the story.

It was a terrifying experience!

Which word means almost the SAME as terrifying?

a.  exhausting

b.  filthy

c.  scary

d.  interesting

3.  How was Mike DIFFERENT from James in the story?

a.  Mike did not get hooked in the tree.

b.  Mike’s legs were dangling in the water.

c.  The current moved Mike around the rapids.

d.  Mike moved swiftly through the water.

4.  Read this sentence from the story.

The swirling waves took his tube down into the rapids. 

When the author says that the waves were swirling, she means that the waves were

a.  dark in color.

b.  very high.

c.  spinning quickly.

d.  freezing cold.

Tubing in Jamaica (continued)  _________________________________
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5.  How did Mike and James’ feelings about the bus ride DIFFER from the feelings of 

the other passengers?

a.  Mike and James thought the bus ride was uncomfortable, while the others found it 

enjoyable.

b.  Mike and James thought the bus ride was funny, while the others found it frightening.

c.  Mike and James thought the bus ride was interesting, while the others found it 

boring.

d.  Mike and James thought the bus ride was a waste of time, while the others found it 

educational.

6.  If the story “Tubing in Jamaica” needed a new title, which would be BEST?

a.  “A Whitewater Adventure”

b.  “Planning a Jamaican Vacation”

c.  “Islands of the Caribbean”

d.  “River Safety Gear”

7.  Why did the author write “Tubing in Jamaica”?

a.  to persuade the reader to visit Jamaica

b.  to tell the story of two boys’ Jamaican tubing trip

c.  to describe the natural landscape of Jamaica

d.  to explain the costs and requirements for travel to Jamaica

8.  According to this story, how could the tubers steer around the rapids?

a.  with their paddles

b.  by holding on to one another 

c.  with their hands

d.  by following the guides

Tubing in Jamaica (continued)  _________________________________
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Question Answer

1 c

2 c

3 a

4 c

5 b

6 a

7 b

8 c

Answer Key

Tubing in Jamaica

Tubing in Jamaica (continued)  _________________________________
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Ostriches

Have you ever met an ostrich? I did, just last week! My friend’s parents run 

an ostrich farm. They raise ostriches and sell their eggs, feathers, and hides. Each 

individual egg weighs about three pounds, and 

provides as much food as two dozen chicken eggs. 

You could feed your whole family with just one egg! 

I learned a lot about ostriches. They can grow 

to be nine feet tall and usually weigh between 200 

and 285 pounds. Young ostriches grow about one 

foot per month. Female ostriches sit on their eggs 

during the day. Male ostriches sit on the eggs at 

night. Once born, ostriches live for about 50 years. 

They eat mostly plants, leaves, and seeds. They also eat small bugs and small animals, 

like lizards. They even eat small rocks. The rocks help to grind up the food they eat once 

it is in their stomachs. They do not need to drink water. They get it from the plants they 

eat.

Ostriches are very fast. They can run up to 40 miles per hour. They are not very 

smart though. They run in circles, which makes them easy to catch. When they are 

scared, they put their heads flat on the ground. It makes them look like they have buried 

their head in the dirt! Ostriches like to live in groups. They have wings, but cannot fly. 

I found out that even on an ostrich farm, you have to be careful. Ostriches have 

very strong legs. In fact, an ostrich can kill a man or a horse with one good kick. Ostrich 

farmers know it is safest to come up behind the animal because ostriches kick forward, 

not backward. Ostriches also love things that glitter and shine. They will try to eat them.

Ostriches are interesting animals. Maybe one day you can visit an ostrich farm 

too. 



7© 2009 State of Florida, Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.

1.  It is safest to come up behind an ostrich because

a.  they have very strong legs.

b.  they like to live in groups.

c.  they run in circles.

d.  they kick forward, not backward.

2.  Which sentence does the author use to support the statement that ostriches are not 

very smart?

a.  “They run in circles, which makes them easy to catch.”

b.  “Ostriches also love things that glitter and shine.” 

c.  “They do not need to drink water.”  

d.  “Ostriches are interesting animals.”  

3.  Use the photograph to answer this question.

The photograph confirms which fact about ostriches? 

a.  Farmers raise ostriches in order to sell their eggs.

b.  Ostrich eggs are much larger than chicken eggs.

c.  Young ostriches grow about one foot per month.  

d.  Male and female ostriches take turns sitting on their eggs.

 

4.  How are female and male ostriches DIFFERENT?

a.  Male ostriches eat rocks, while female ostriches do not.

b.  Female ostriches sit on eggs during the day, while male ostriches sit on them at 

night.

c.  Male ostriches kick forward, while female ostriches kick backward.  

d.  Female ostriches love shiny, glittery things, while male ostriches do not.

Ostriches (continued) _________________________________________



8 © 2009 State of Florida, Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.

5.  Why do ostriches eat small rocks?

a.  The rocks help grind up their food.

b.  The rocks are glittery and shiny.

c.  The rocks are found in plants.

d.  The rocks are buried in the dirt.

 

6.  Read this sentence from the article.  

It makes them look like they have buried their head in the dirt!

Which word means nearly the SAME as buried?

a.  angled 

b.  hidden

c.  visible  

d.  complete  

 

7.  If the article “Ostriches” needed a new title, which would be BEST?

a.  “The Ostrich Farmer”

b.  “Big Birds”

c.  “Ostriches in the Wild”

d.  “The Interesting Ostrich”

8.  Why did the author write “Ostriches”?

a.  to explain how to care for ostriches in captivity

b.  to persuade the reader to visit an ostrich farm

c.  to describe the unique characteristics of the ostrich

d.  to tell a story about a day spent caring for ostriches

Ostriches (continued)  _________________________________________
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Question Answer

1 d

2 a

3 b

4 b

5 a

6 b

7 d

8 c

Answer Key

Ostriches

Ostriches (continued)  _________________________________________
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A Field Trip to Remember

The fourth grade classes from Clarkson Elementary School were on a field trip. 

This was the day they had been looking forward to for months. The excitement grew as 

the bus drove into the Sea Land parking lot. Mrs. Garcia, one of the teachers, raised her 

hand as the bus came to a stop. This was a signal for the students to be quiet.

Mrs. Garcia had some reminders before the students got off the bus. “It will be 

very crowded here today. Stay with your chaperone at all times. Do not walk away from 

your group for any reason,” she reminded them. Another teacher, Mr. Myers, asked if 

anyone remembered what to do if they were separated from the group.

“I do!” answered Shelby. “Go into the closest shop and look for a person with a 

Sea Land nametag. Tell them you are lost. They will know what to do.”

After a few more rules and reminders, everyone got off the bus. It was a hot day 

in May. No one seemed to mind as they walked through the crowded park. The first stop 

was at the Crazy Arctic Ride. After waiting in line for 15 minutes, everyone was buckled 

in their seats and ready to go. The students loved the ride! The pretend helicopter took 

them on a bumpy ride to the Arctic base station. After the ride, the groups walked to the 

Penguin Exhibit. Everyone enjoyed cooling off. The air was chilly while they watched 

over 200 penguins! The next stop was the Shark Tank. Here they saw sharks, eels, 

barracudas, and other sea animals.

The students knew that the Whale Show was next on the agenda. They were 

getting excited. The teachers noticed the long line of people waiting to get in. Mrs. 

Garcia suggested that they eat lunch first. She told the groups to find a place to eat. 

They would meet back at the Whale Show at 12:30 p.m.

Some of the groups went to the Smoky River Grill. They found tables outside 

where they could all sit. Everyone had a quick lunch and restroom break. They headed 

back to the show. Mrs. Rose’s group was one of the first to get in line at the entrance.

“Where is Katie?” she suddenly shouted. She realized that Katie was not with 

the group. The other four girls in the group looked around, but they did not see their 

classmate. When Mrs. Garcia arrived at the entrance, Mrs. Rose told her that Katie 

was missing. They quickly found a Sea Land worker with a walkie-talkie in his hand. 

They gave him Katie’s name. They also told him that she was wearing a blue Clarkson 

Elementary School shirt. He sent out an urgent message that she was lost. 
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The man radioed the information to all the workers in the park. A voice came back 

saying, “We have her at the Dolphin Store. Give me your location and we’ll bring her 

back to you.”

Everyone was very relieved when Katie got back. Katie explained that she lost the 

group when they were walking through a huge crowd of people. Instead of trying to find 

her way alone, she stepped into the closest shop to ask for help.

“I’m so proud of you for remembering what to do!” said Mrs. Rose with relief in her 

voice. “Now we can all enjoy the Whale Show!”

The children begged their teachers to let them sit in the “splash zone” so they 

could get wet during the show. The whales thrilled everyone with their wonderful tricks. 

At the end of the show, they gave them their wish by splashing water on them with their 

huge tails!

At the end of the day, everyone was tired and damp. They boarded the buses 

for the trip back to the school. Mrs. Garcia was checking the students’ names on a list. 

When she was at the middle of the bus, Katie stopped her.

“Thank you for teaching us what to do if we got lost today. I’m sorry it happened, 

but happy that you found me,” Katie said as she gave her teacher a hug. “This is a field 

trip I’ll remember for a long time!”

A Field Trip to Remember (continued)  __________________________
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1.  Read this sentence from the story.

Everyone was very relieved when Katie got back.  

This sentence means that the students and teachers

a.  felt better once Katie returned.

b.  were angry that Katie wasted their day by getting lost.  

c.  were unconcerned that Katie had been missing.

d.  felt anxious even after Katie was found.  

2.  Read these sentences from the story.

After the ride, the groups walked to the Penguin Exhibit.  Everyone enjoyed 

cooling off.

When the author wrote that “everyone enjoyed cooling off”, the cool air MOST LIKELY 

came from 

a.  the mist coming from the Crazy Arctic Ride.  

b.  the air outside on that cold, winter day.  

c.  the breeze made when the whales splashed them during the show.

d.  the cool air that keeps the penguins’ shelter the right temperature.

3.  Why did the author write “A Field Trip to Remember”?

a.  to tell a story about a student who got lost on a field trip

b.  to describe the animals and their habitats at Sea Land

c.  to persuade the reader to visit Sea Land

d.  to explain how shops and rides make Sea Land more enjoyable

4.  Why did Katie stop Mrs. Garcia when she was checking names?

a.  She wanted to remind her that a student was missing.

b.  She wanted to thank her for teaching her the safety rules.

c.  She wanted to tell her a story about her day at Sea Land.

d.  She wanted to ask directions to the Whale Show.

A Field Trip to Remember (continued)  __________________________
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5.  Why was Mrs. Rose proud of Katie?

a.  Katie wore her Clarkson Elementary t-shirt.

b.  Katie ate lunch with her classmates.

c.  Katie followed the teacher’s directions.

d.  Katie boarded the bus quietly.

6.  Which sentence BEST explains what happened in the story?

a.  Katie rode the Crazy Arctic Ride, ate lunch, and enjoyed the Whale Show.

b.  Katie rode the bus, got lost at Sea Land, remembered what to do, and was returned 

to her class.

c.  Katie visited the Penguin Exhibit, talked to a Sea Land worker with a nametag, and 

hugged her teacher.

d.  Katie was splashed by the whales in the “splash zone”, shopped at the Dolphin Store, 

and ate lunch with her class.

7.  Read this sentence from the story.

The pretend helicopter took them on a bumpy ride to the Arctic base station.

Which word means nearly the same as bumpy as used in the sentence?

a.  scary

b.  high

c.  bouncy

d.  fun

8.  What did Mrs. Rose and Mrs. Garcia tell the Sea Land worker when they realized 

Katie was missing?

a.  what bus the students had arrived on

b.  what Katie was wearing

c.  what time the Whale Show would begin

d.  what store Katie might have gone to

A Field Trip to Remember (continued)  __________________________
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Question Answer

1 a

2 d

3 a

4 b

5 c

6 b

7 c

8 b

Answer Key

A Field Trip to Remember

A Field Trip to Remember (continued)  __________________________
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A Country Wedding

 When I was growing up in Missouri, my father owned a farm outside of town. 

This small farm had a creek running through it and was covered with beautiful trees. 

The farm was full of hills and valleys. There were two barns at the bottom of the biggest 

hill. One barn was quite large. It had stalls for horses and a large room for storing hay. 

The other building was smaller, more like a shed. Between the barns, there was a large 

hickory tree that gave shade to visitors. The creek ran behind the barns, and beyond 

that there was an open area. In this open area there was a large, single oak tree. This 

was one of the prettiest trees on the farm.  

My family enjoyed the farm for years. My cousins would visit the farm to enjoy a 

picnic or ride one of the horses. The children seemed to enjoy the farm the most. We 

could go for walks in the woods, have fun in the creek, or play in the barn. As the years 

went by, friends and family would get together at the farm to share picnics.

One year, something interesting happened. One of my cousins, who had spent 

time at the farm as a child, asked my dad if she could have her wedding there. The 

request caught my dad by surprise. He never thought about having a wedding at the 

farm. He agreed to let her use it for her wedding. Everyone was excited as we prepared 

for a country wedding.  

I helped my cousin plan the country wedding. She wanted to have the wedding 

ceremony under the big oak tree. We placed bales of hay in long rows in front of the tree 

to look like church pews. We covered the rows with long rolls of fabric so that the guests 

would not get scratched by the hay. The setting for the wedding was perfect.    

On the day of the wedding, the guests began to arrive. They crossed the creek on 

a small bridge we had made. Then they sat on the bales of hay awaiting the ceremony. 

The bride and her wedding party were pulled in an old wagon hitched to one of Dad’s 

horses. The music played as they arrived under the oak tree. It was quite the event, and 

everyone had a wonderful time.  

After the wedding ceremony, there was a country buffet served. We had it set up 

in the small barn. The guests ate on picnic tables under the trees. When the wedding 

was over, and the guests began to leave, they all said what a great time they had. It was 

truly a country wedding to remember!
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1.  Why did the author write “A Country Wedding”?

a.  to tell a story about an event on the farm

b.  to persuade the reader to have a country wedding

c.  to explain how to use hay bales as pews

d.  to inform the reader about farming in Missouri

2.  According to the story, why did the author’s cousin want to have her wedding at the 

farm?

a.  She heard about how beautiful the farm was.

b.  She thought it would be interesting.

c.  She had spent time there as a child.

d.  She was unable to have her wedding at another location.

3.  How are the two barns DIFFERENT?

a.  One is on the hill; the other is in the valley.

b.  One is used by children; the other is used for livestock.

c.  One is large; and the other is the size of a shed.

d.  One is behind the oak tree; and the other is by the creek.

4.  Which words from the story have almost the SAME meaning?

a.  through, covered

b.  request, asked

c.  pews, bails

d.  interesting, surprise

5.  The author MOST LIKELY shared the story of the wedding to show

a.  how the farm was used on a special day.

b.  where the farm was located.

c.  when the barn and bridge were built.

d.  why children enjoyed picnics at the farm.

A Country Wedding (continued)  _______________________________
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6.  If the story “A Country Wedding” needed a new title, which would be BEST?

a.  “My Cousin’s Big Day”

b.  “Facts for Farmers”

c.  “My Father’s Home”

d.  “Trees of Missouri”

7.  Read this sentence from the story.  

The bride and her wedding party were pulled in an old wagon hitched to one of 

Dad’s horses.

Which word means nearly the same as hitched?

a.  married

b.  connected

c.  forced

d.  shared

8.  Why did the cousin have to ask permission from the author’s father to have her 

wedding on the farm?

a.  The weather on the farm was unpredictable.

b.  There were many other events held on the farm.

c.  The farm belonged to the author’s father.

d.  The animals on the farm might be disturbed by the wedding festivities.

A Country Wedding (continued)  _______________________________
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Question Answer

1 a

2 c

3 c

4 b

5 a

6 a

7 b

8 c

Answer Key

A Country Wedding

A Country Wedding (continued)  _______________________________
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*Anne Frank

 Anne Frank was born in Frankfurt, Germany on June 12, 1929. Her family was 

Jewish, but she grew up in a neighborhood with Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish 

friends. Anne was the second daughter of Otto and Edith Frank. Her sister’s name was 

Margot. Although Jewish, Anne’s family did not observe all of the customs and traditions 

of Judaism. Both of her parents were very educated and encouraged their daughters to 

read.

 In March of 1933, the country got a new leader, 

Adolf Hitler. This man hated any person who was not 

of his race and didn’t share his beliefs. His faithful 

followers were called the Nazis. It was at this time that 

Anne’s life changed drastically. Her father moved the 

family to the city of Amsterdam in the Netherlands. He 

did not think it was safe to stay in Germany. The move 

was not a big deal for Anne. She made new friends 

and enjoyed her new school. Her family was still able 

to take vacations. Her father had opened his business 

and was doing well. 

 In 1940, Anne’s life underwent another change. This change was not a good 

one. The Germans invaded the Netherlands. They restricted what the Jews could and 

could not do. Jewish people were forced to register with the government and they were 

segregated from Christians. Anne and her sister had to leave their schools to attend the 

Jewish school. Life was very different for them now. 

A year after this invasion, the Nazis began taking Jews from their homes and 

sending them to Germany where they were held in prisons called concentration camps. 

Many Jewish people tried to leave the country. Anne’s father prepared a secret hiding 

place for his family, anticipating the worst would come. He prepared rooms above his 

place of business for them to hide. 

 

Het Achterhuis (1947), cover of the first edition
(in German) of Anne Frank’s diary

* Anne Frank is appropriate for use with students in 4th grade and above.
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In 1942, another year later, Margot received orders that she was being arrested. 

She was to report to the Office for Jewish Emigration. The Nazis were going to relocate 

her to a work camp. Otto, their father, decided it was time to go into hiding. Each family 

member was allowed to take a couple of things. They had to make it look like they fled 

to Switzerland, leaving all of their possessions behind. Anne took some books, pictures 

of movie stars, and a diary her parents had given her for one of her birthdays.

 Otto Frank had told several of his employees about his secret hiding place and 

his plan. These employees helped Anne’s family the two years they were in hiding. They 

brought them food and told them what was going on in the outside world. Eventually, 

eight people were living in the hiding place. Another Jewish family and an older, single 

man moved in with them. The employees that were helping them knew they could be 

killed if the Nazis discovered they were helping Jews. 

 Anne, her family, and their friends were in constant fear of being discovered. 

During the day, they had to remain quiet so that people in the business below would 

not hear them. They barely moved. At night, they were able to talk and move around 

freely. Anne spent most of her time reading and studying. She wrote in her diary every 

day. She wrote about heartfelt things that she could not discuss with anyone. She wrote 

about everything that happened and how she felt about the events. 

 Then one morning, August 4, 1944, they were caught and taken to an 

overcrowded prison. Some unknown person had informed the Nazis of where the 

Franks were hiding. Over the next seven months, Anne and her family were moved 

around from one concentration camp to the next. Since they were captured in hiding, 

they were considered criminals, and ended up in the punishment barracks doing hard 

labor. 

 The men and women were separated so Anne never got to see her father again. 

Margot and Anne were also separated from their mother and never saw her again. 

Margot became very ill and died. They shaved Anne’s head and tattooed an identifying 

number on her arm. The living conditions were horrible and Anne became very weak 

and sick. She died when she was fifteen years old. 

 

Anne Frank (continued)  _______________________________________
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Otto Frank survived the concentration camp. Friends of the family saved Anne’s 

diary and later gave it to her father. He wanted to have it published. The first edition was 

published in 1947. The title of the book was Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl. We 

have a lot of information about the Holocaust because of Anne’s diary. One little girl’s 

words gave us deep insight into war and its impact on the people involved.

Anne Frank (continued)  _______________________________________
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1.  What happened RIGHT BEFORE Anne's family went into hiding?

a.  Adolf Hitler became the leader of Germany.

b.  Anne's sister learned that she was to be arrested.

c.  Anne's family left Germany to move to the Netherlands.

d.  Anne's sister Margot became very ill and died.  

 

2.  Read this sentence from the article.

Jewish people were forced to register with the government and they were 

segregated from Christians.  

Which word means nearly the SAME as the word segregated as used in the sentence?

a.  determined

b.  invaded

c.  separated

d.  educated

3.  What was the author’s main purpose for writing “Anne Frank”?

a.  to tell people about the life of Adolf Hitler

b.  to describe Jewish customs and traditions

c.  to encourage people to read Anne Frank's diary

d.  to inform people about the life of Anne Frank

 

4.  How was Anne's family DIFFERENT from some other Jewish families?

a.  Anne’s family was never sent to a concentration camp.

b.  Anne’s family fled Germany to live in Switzerland.

c.  Anne’s family did not observe all of the customs of Judaism.

d.  Anne’s family members were followers of Adolf Hitler.  

Anne Frank (continued)  _______________________________________
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5.  Use the photograph to answer this question.

The photograph confirms which fact about Anne Frank? 

a.  She titled her diary The Diary of a Young Girl when she began writing.

b.  Her diary was first published in German following the war.

c.  She died in 1947 after the publication of her diary.  

d.  Her diary was published by her sister, Margot Frank.  

 

6.  While in hiding, how did Anne and her family avoid capture from the Nazis?

a.  They didn’t move and were very quiet during the day.

b.  They fled to the safe haven of Switzerland.

c.  They talked and moved freely at night.

d.  They told many of Otto Frank’s employees about their secret hiding place.

 

7.  According to the article, how did the Nazis capture Anne and her family?

a.  Margot gave up her family when she was arrested.

b.  Someone told the Nazis where the Franks were hiding.

c.  The older, single man living with the Franks disclosed their location.  

d.  Someone found Anne’s diary and told the Nazis about it. 

8.  Read the sentence from the article.

They had to make it look like they fled to Switzerland, leaving all of their 

possessions behind.

Which word means nearly the same as possessions in the sentence?

a.  belongings

b.  restrictions

c.  experiences

d.  conversations

Anne Frank (continued)  _______________________________________
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Question Answer

1 b

2 c

3 d

4 c

5 b

6 a

7 b

8 a

Answer Key

Anne Frank

Anne Frank (continued)  _______________________________________
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Up to My Neck in Trouble

Have you ever been really embarrassed? I have, and it was just awful. It all 

started on a sunny Saturday morning in July. The sun lit up the whole sky and a cool 

breeze blew my hair across my face. I thought it was going to be a perfect day at 

Daytona Beach.

The entire family helped load up our car with coolers, beach towels, and a giant 

beach umbrella. We also packed sand toys for my little brother, Mikey. He’s a little 

monster, but you’ll find out more about him later. After we all got in the car, we were off 

for some fun in the sun.

After about a thirty minute drive, we arrived and started unloading our gear. We 

found the perfect spot to set up our blankets and umbrella on the sandy beach. I was 

just about to run into the water when Mikey started whining, “Mommy, make Eric play 

with me!” Of course, you can guess what happened next. I had to entertain Mikey before 

I could plunge into the waves to have some fun of my own.

Before long, Mom and Dad took off for a stroll down the beach. That’s when Mikey 

got one of his big ideas. “Let’s bury each other in the sand,” he pleaded. I agreed to 

this activity. The sand by the water was too hard for digging, so we went further up the 

beach to find some powdery, white sand. We went to work with our shovels and buckets 

until we had dug a huge hole. I hopped into the hole. I helped Mikey cover me up until 

the sand reached my shoulders. The sand felt cool and refreshing even though it was a 

bit itchy. When all was said and done, I was buried up to my neck! Mikey laughed loudly 

and then ran off down the beach.

There I was, alone and up to my neck in the sand. I wiggled and squirmed, but I 

was packed solid in that sandy pit. I didn’t want the attention, but I had to start yelling for 

help. Unfortunately, I was too far away from the crowds for anyone to hear me. The sun 

got scorching hot on the top of my head. With each breeze, sand was tossed into my 

eyes. To make matters worse, the tide was beginning to rise. 
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My parents were frantically searching for me. The tide kept getting closer. In 

the distance, I could see people packing up their things and leaving the beach. I was 

starting to panic. I suddenly saw a lifeguard running down the beach. He was running 

fast until he saw my head sticking out of the sand. After he asked if I was ok, he yelled 

over to my parents, “Over here, I’ve found him!” The people who were left on the beach 

gathered around my now red-as-a-lobster face. The small crowd began digging me out 

as the tide started to swirl around their ankles. Once I was out of the sandy pit, my mom 

hugged me tightly. Mikey was crying some well-deserved tears.

As we loaded the car, I gave him a hug. After all, he’s just a little kid and he really 

did feel awful about what happened.

That was the most embarrassing day. I can promise that I will never let anyone 

bury me in the sand again. No more beaches for awhile either. I think I will stick with 

swimming pools from now on. By the way, if anyone is interested in a little brother, I’d be 

happy to loan you mine. I could use a vacation!

Up to My Neck in Trouble (continued)  __________________________
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1.  According to the story, what would Eric have preferred to do, rather than playing with 

Mikey?

a.  swim in the ocean

b.  take a stroll down the beach

c.  play in the sand

d.  sit under the umbrella

2.  Read this sentence from the story.

Once I was out of the sandy pit, my mom hugged me tightly.

Which word means nearly the same as tightly as used in the sentence?

a.  loudly

b.  painfully

c.  firmly

d.  fondly

3.  What is the main idea of “Up to My Neck in Trouble”?

a.  Eric swims at the beach and needs a lifeguard to save the day.

b.  Eric and his family go to the beach and have a lot of fun.

c.  Eric gets buried in the sand by his brother and cannot get out.

d.  Eric and Mikey want to take a stroll down the beach.

4.  According to the story, why was Mikey crying after Eric got dug out of the sand?

a.  He wanted to be buried in the sand.

b.  He felt proud of what he had done.

c.  He wanted Eric to stay buried in the sand.

d.  He felt bad about what he had done.

5.  Why was Eric unable to get out of the sand when he wiggled and squirmed?

a.  There was sand in his eyes.

b.  The sand was packed solid around him.

c.  The sun was scorching down.

d.  The sand was itchy against his skin.

Up to My Neck in Trouble (continued)  __________________________



28 © 2009 State of Florida, Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.

6.  How was the sand by the water DIFFERENT from the sand up the beach?

a.  The sand by the water was harder.

b.  The sand by the water was more powdery.

c.  The sand by the water was cooler.

d.  The sand by the water was less tightly packed.

7.  According to the story, what made Eric start to panic?

a.  The sand reached his shoulders.

b.  The lifeguard found him in the sand.

c.  Other people began packing up to leave.

d.  The hole was huge.

8.  With which statement would the author MOST likely agree?

a.  Mikey was well-behaved during the day at the beach.

b.  Being buried in the sand is a good way to draw attention to yourself.

c.  The family should spend more days together at the beach.

d.  Being buried in the sand is embarrassing.

Up to My Neck in Trouble (continued)  __________________________
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Question Answer

1 a

2 c

3 c

4 d

5 b

6 a

7 c

8 d

Answer Key

Up to My Neck in Trouble

Up to My Neck in Trouble (continued)  __________________________
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Fire Drill

 Our school has a fire drill every year. A fire drill lets students and teachers 

practice what to do in case of a real fire. You never know when a fire drill is going to 

happen. We will be sitting quietly at our desks and the alarm will go off all of a sudden. 

Sometimes it scares me at first, and I jump out of my chair. 

 While the alarm is sounding, our teacher has to talk really loud so we can hear 

her. She tells us to leave our belongings and push in our chairs. We line up at the door 

in a single file line. When everyone is in line, our teacher leads us out into the hallway. 

We have to stand against the wall while she locks the classroom door. Then our teacher 

does a headcount. She needs to make sure that everyone is there before we leave. 

 We walk out to the field in a line. I can see all of the other students in our school 

walking in lines just like ours. If you look to the right, you can see the first graders with 

their teachers. They are on the other side of the playground. If you look to the left, you 

can see the fifth graders heading toward the baseball diamond. This year, my class has 

a spot right in the middle of the field. 

 When we get out onto the grass, our teacher tells us to stop. We can stand or sit 

down, but we have to stay in our line. Sometimes it is really hot outside and we have 

to wipe the sweat off of our faces. We talk and joke with our classmates while we wait. 

From the field, we can still hear the alarm, but it’s not as loud. We can talk in normal 

voices and be heard by our friends.

 When all of the students and teachers are out of the school building, the alarm 

stops. Our principal’s voice comes over the loud speaker and says, “All clear”. That 

means that it is safe to go back into the building. We follow our teacher back to the 

classroom and return to our seats. At the end of the school day, our principal comes 

on over the loud speaker again. She thanks everyone for doing such a good job with 

the fire drill. She also tells us the number of minutes it took for everyone to clear the 

building. In a real fire, it would be important for us to get out quickly. We finished the fire 

drill two minutes faster at the beginning of this year than we did last year. Our principal 

is very proud and congratulates everyone on their good behavior. 

 I sure hope we never have a real fire at our school. If we do though, I am sure 

that everyone will know exactly what to do to get out safely. Fire drills aren’t always fun, 

but they are important to practice at school. Have you ever had a fire drill? 
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1.  Read this sentence from the story.  

If we do though, I am sure that everyone will know exactly what to do to get out 

safely.

What does safely mean in the sentence?

a.  free from guilt

b.  free from harm

c.  free from responsibility

d.  free from blame

2.  With which statement would the author MOST likely agree? 

a.  Fire drills are a waste of valuable time during the school day.

b.  Fire drills help to break up the day, but are of little use to students or teachers.

c.  Fire drills are entertaining and should be conducted more often.  

d.  Fire drills are beneficial because they help to prepare students and teachers for an 

emergency.

3.  Why does the school conduct fire drills? 

a.  to encourage students and teachers to use safe practices at home

b.  to provide students and teachers with a break from their normal activities

c.  to prepare students and teachers in the event of a real fire

d.  to allow students and teachers an opportunity to enjoy the outdoors

4.  Which sentence best summarizes what happens in “Fire Drill”?

a.  A school conducts a fire drill and the students perform well.

b.  Students organize a fire drill and compete with each other for the fastest time.

c.  A principal requires her students and teachers to practice safety drills each week.  

d.  Teachers demonstrate the proper way to evacuate the building.

 

5.  How was this year’s fire drill DIFFERENT from last year’s fire drill? 

a.  The students assisted their teachers in conducting the drill.

b.  The students completed the drill more quickly.

c.  The students waited patiently on the field for the signal to return.

d.  The students were more orderly in their evacuation of the school.  

 

Fire Drill (continued)  __________________________________________
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6.  Which reason BEST tells why the author wrote this story?

a.  to inform the reader about how a fire drill is conducted

b.  to entertain the reader with a funny story about a fire drill

c.  to persuade the reader to practice safety procedures at his or her school

d.  to show the reader the danger of being unprepared in the event of a fire

 

7.  Why does the teacher do a headcount before bringing the class outside? 

a.  to determine which students should line up where

b.  to assign particular students to help with the drill

c.  to account for all of the belongings left behind in the classroom

d.  to ensure that all students have evacuated the classroom

8.  Read this sentence from the story.

We will be sitting quietly at our desks and the alarm will go off all of a sudden.

This means that the alarm

a.  sounds without warning.

b.  is loud and irritating.

c.  has been triggered accidentally.

d.  will not stop ringing.

Fire Drill (continued)  __________________________________________
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Question Answer

1 b

2 d

3 c

4 a

5 b

6 a

7 d

8 a

Answer Key

Fire Drill

Fire Drill (continued)  __________________________________________
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Snorkeling

Susan and Sarah were on vacation. They spent one day in Grand Turk where the 

ocean is turquoise blue, crystal clear, and warm. They were excited to go snorkeling 

because there was a barrier reef below the water in Grand Turk. The ocean was full of 

beautiful fish and vividly-colored coral. 

The tourists met the tour director. He explained where they were going, and 

general information about the trip. It was a beautiful island. The sand was pure white 

and the ocean sparkled like a jewel. The flowers were pink, yellow, and orange in color. 

They boarded a rickety, old bus as a group. It took them from the dock to a nearby 

beach. When they got off the bus, their supplies had been prepared in a large, shaded 

area. They saw face masks, snorkels, and flippers. Susan looked around to find the right 

sizes for their flippers. The instructor showed them how to wear the mask.

As soon as they were fitted with snorkel gear, the instructor took them down to 

the ocean. He told them to put on their masks and make sure the snorkel was upright 

before putting their heads in the water. Susan and Sarah got into the water. They put 

their heads with masks and snorkels on into the water. It was strange breathing through 

the tube at first, but the underwater view was so entrancing they soon forgot about how 

strange it was. They were amazed at the different fish swimming right in front of their 

faces. They saw huge conch shells on the ocean floor and coral stuck onto the rocks. 

There were so many colors! There were striped yellow and black fish, neon blue fish, 

orange and black fish, and whole schools of angel fish. 

Just before it was time to pack up and go back to the ship, Susan decided to dive 

down and get a shell. She dove down and picked up one of the large, empty conch 

shells. It was heavy, but she managed to carry it to the surface. She bobbed up and 

showed Sarah the shell. It was covered in green seaweed, but Susan knew that it would 

clean up really well. Her father had shown her how to do it once before. She ran up the 

beach and put it in her towel. 
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Later, Susan wrapped the conch shell in more towels after cleaning it in the 

shower. When they got home, Susan put the conch shell in bleach and water. She left it 

to soak for a few hours. When she went back to look, the green slime had come off and 

it looked like new! She rubbed special oil onto the shell and it was perfect. Now Susan 

has this conch shell as a reminder of the day she and Sarah went snorkeling in Grand 

Turk. 

Snorkeling (continued)  _______________________________________
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1.  How were the flowers on the island and fish in the ocean similar?

a.  Both had bright colors.

b.  Both bobbed in the water.

c.  Both needed to be cleaned and bleached.

d.  Both had stripes.

2.  According to the story, why did Susan and Sarah forget about how strange it was to 

breathe through the snorkel?

a.  The instructor distracted them.

b.  The view underwater was entrancing.

c.  The masks helped the snorkel fit better.

d.  The snorkel was moved upright.

 

3.  What was the author’s purpose in writing this story?

a.  to persuade the reader to visit Grand Turk

b.  to inform the reader of ecosystems around coral reefs

c.  to entertain the reader with a story about snorkeling

d.  to teach the reader how to catch colorful fish

4.  Read this sentence from the story.

There were striped yellow and black fish, neon blue fish, orange and black fish, 

and whole schools of angel fish.  

Which words mean about the SAME as the word schools as used in the sentence? 

a.  large groups

b.  sandy areas

c.  deep waters

d.  vivid colors

5.  What was Susan and Sarah’s reaction to the underwater view in Grand Turk?

a.  They were disappointed.

b.  They were bored.

c.  They were amazed.

d.  They were scared.

Snorkeling (continued)  _______________________________________
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6.  How did Susan clean her conch shell when she got it home?

a.  She soaked it in bleach and water.

b.  She wrapped it in her towel.

c.  She rinsed it in the shower.

d.  She rubbed special oil onto it.

 

7.  Read this sentence from the story.

The ocean was full of beautiful fish and vividly-colored coral.  

What does the word vividly-colored mean as used in the sentence?

a.  brightly-colored

b.  softly-colored

c.  angrily-colored

d.  sweetly-colored

8.  Which sentence BEST summarizes what happens in “Snorkeling”?

a.  Susan and Sarah encounter many types of fish while visiting Grand Turk.

b.  Two friends learn about the proper attire for snorkeling.

c.  Susan and Sarah spend a relaxing day sunbathing on the beach.

d.  Two friends experience snorkeling and find a souvenir to remind them of their trip.  

Snorkeling (continued)  _______________________________________
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Question Answer

1 a

2 b

3 c

4 a

5 c

6 a

7 a

8 d

Answer Key

Snorkeling

Snorkeling (continued)  _______________________________________
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Golf Lessons

 One of the hardest games that Rick had ever played was golf. He tried to play 

with his dad once, but it was too hard for him to keep up. Rick was very athletic, but he 

could not seem to figure the game out. 

 Rick was ten years old and always loved doing things with his father. However, his 

father was not the best teacher when it came to sports. He had tried on many occasions 

to teach Rick how to play golf, but he never seemed to be able to help Rick improve. 

After a few tries, Rick and his father decided that Rick should stay at home when his 

dad went to play golf. 

 “Mom, do you think that I could get some golf lessons so I could play golf with 

Dad?” Rick asked his mother. 

 “I think that would be an excellent gift for both you and your father. I know that you 

want to learn to play so you can spend more time together. We won’t tell him that you 

are going to get lessons, okay? It will be a surprise.” 

Rick was very excited. He was going to learn how to play the game and surprise 

his father. For the next three months, three days per week, Rick went to golf lessons 

after school. He learned how to hit the ball correctly. He learned how to putt the ball 

successfully, and he learned all of the general rules of the game. He made a lot of 

progress in that short amount of time. Every time Rick had a free moment, he was 

practicing golf. When his dad came home from work at night, Rick would hide his clubs 

so his father wouldn’t find out he had been practicing. 

Finally, after three months had gone by, Rick’s father planned another game of 

golf. Rick knew that this was his opportunity to show his father what he had learned. 

 “Dad, do you mind if I come along and watch? It would be fun,” he asked. 

 “Sure, jump in the car,” his father said. 

 When they got out to the golf course, Rick’s father and his friend set up on the tee 

box to take their first shot. Rick walked up to the tee box with a ball and his club. 

 “Rick, we’ve been over this before. Until you learn how to play the game, you 

won’t be able to play with us,” his father said. 

 “Just give me one chance! If I don’t hit it right, I’ll sit back in the cart,” Rick said. 

 His father agreed. He stood back and waited for Rick to take his shot. 
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Rick swung his club perfectly, and hit a shot down the middle of the fairway. The 

men behind him shouted excitedly after such a good shot. 

 “Where did you learn that, son?” his father asked. 

 Rick handed his father his certificate of completion from the golf school. 

 “Well,” Rick’s father laughed. “We’re going to go play some golf!” 

Golf Lessons (continued)  _____________________________________
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1.  What did Rick do to make sure his dad did not find out about his golf lessons?

a.  He asked his mother not to tell about the lessons.

b.  He hid the clubs when his dad was around.

c.  He learned how to hit the ball correctly.

d.  He practiced during all of his free time.

 

2.  Why did Rick's mother think that golf lessons would be an excellent gift for both Rick 

and his father? 

a.  Rick could help his father improve his game.

b.  They could compete together for money and prizes.

c.  Rick could work at the golf club where his father played.

d.  They could spend time together on the golf course.

 

3.  How are Rick and his father alike?

a.  They both like golf and other sports.

b.  They both require golf lessons.

c.  They both play golf often with their friends.

d.  They both play the game of golf perfectly.

 

4.  How long did Rick practice before surprising his dad?

a.  three weeks

b.  three days

c.  three months

d.  three years

 

5.  What happened AFTER they got to the golf course, but BEFORE Rick swung his 

club?

a.  Rick got nervous and did not play as well as he expected to.

b.  Rick told his dad he would sit in the cart and watch.

c.  Rick’s dad shook his head and said Rick could not golf without better skills.

d.  Rick’s dad told Rick he could take his turn because he felt badly for him.

 

Golf Lessons (continued)  _____________________________________
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6.  What was the author’s purpose in writing this story?

a.  to describe what it takes to become a successful golf athlete

b.  to tell a story about a father and son sharing the game of golf

c.  to persuade the reader to take golf lessons

d.  to explain about how to play the game of golf

 

7.  At the beginning of the story, why does Rick stay home when his dad goes golfing? 

a.  He is too young to play the game.

b.  His dad likes to be alone when he plays golf.

c.  He isn’t skilled enough yet to play golf.

d.  His mother prefers he stay at home.

8.  Read the sentence from the story.

He made a lot of progress in that short amount of time.

This means that

a.  Rick’s golf game improved quickly.

b.  Rick developed a love for the game of golf.

c.  Rick became frustrated after weeks of golf lessons.

d.  Rick was disheartened by his father’s attitude toward golf.

Golf Lessons (continued)  _____________________________________
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Question Answer

1 b

2 d

3 a

4 c

5 c

6 b

7 c

8 a

Answer Key

Golf Lessons

Golf Lessons (continued)  _____________________________________
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The Sea Urchin

Years ago, my wife and I moved to Florida from New York. My younger brother, 

Bob, was a college junior at that time and he wanted to visit us during his vacation. We 

planned outings to play golf and go to the beach. We were having a great time. One of 

our new friends invited us all to go on a boat ride out into the Gulf of Mexico. We were 

not used to salt water activities, so going on a boat ride out into the Gulf was going to 

be great fun for all of us, or so we thought!

Our excursion started in the early morning. We helped our new friends, Jim and 

Nancy, get their boat off the trailer and into the water at a local boat ramp. Jim had 

lived in Florida his entire life. He enjoyed showing us around Anna Maria Island, just 

west of Bradenton, Florida. We went out in the boat to a little island in the Gulf and put 

down the anchor. This small island had hundreds of sea gulls and other migratory birds 

nesting there. Jim told us this was the breeding ground for many Florida birds. We were 

fascinated by this because we had never seen something like this in the northeast. We 

decided that it would be a great place to have lunch. 

We all waded into the shallow water. Bob got back into the boat so he could hand 

us the food. He began handing lunch things out to us from the boat and we took them 

to shore. All of a sudden, we heard Bob scream. He had jumped from the boat to join us 

for lunch and had stepped on a sea urchin buried in the sand. My wife and I had never 

heard of sea urchins, and were lucky we had 

not stepped on one. 

Jim knew immediately what to do for 

Bob. He knew the spines of the urchin had 

broken off in the bottom of my brother’s 

foot. The only way to help him was to have 

someone dig out the spines. We all got back in 

the boat with our food and Jim took us to the 

nearest boat dock. 



45© 2009 State of Florida, Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.

We all got out of the boat and then Jim took out his knife and began working on 

Bob. He cleaned the puncture areas and dug out the spines. Bob was in a lot of pain, 

but was brave and did not complain much. After all the spines were out, Jim poured 

alcohol on the area to clean it. Bob felt much better, so we headed back out to the island 

to finish our picnic.

As the years have gone by, we often talk about the spring break when Bob came 

to Florida. We reminisce about the good times we had and the picnics we enjoyed. We 

won’t soon forget Bob’s run-in with a prickly sea urchin.

The Sea Urchin (continued)  ___________________________________
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1.  Why did the author write “The Sea Urchin”?

a.  to describe the sea life common to the Gulf islands

b.  to tell the story of his brother’s sea urchin injury

c.  to persuade the reader to visit southwest Florida 

d.  to describe the dangers of sea urchins

2.  Why was Bob in pain after stepping on a sea urchin?

a.  He jumped into shallow water.

b.  The spines of the sea urchin were lodged in his foot.

c.  He was unable to get back into the boat.

d.  The puncture area was unclean.

3.  Read the sentence from the story.

Our excursion started in the early morning.  

What does the word excursion mean as used in the sentence?

a.  outing

b.  injury

c.  puncture

d.  migratory

4.  With which statement would the author MOST likely agree?

a.  Bob’s visit was ruined by the sea urchin.

b.  Boat trips in the Gulf of Mexico are often dangerous.

c.  The story of Bob’s mishap provided entertainment for years to come.

d.  Visitors from New York should learn about Florida’s sea life before visiting.

The Sea Urchin (continued)  ___________________________________
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5.  Use the photograph to answer this question.  

Which feature of the sea urchin is evident in the photograph?

a.  Sea urchins live in shallow water.

b.  Sea urchins are prickly.

c.  Sea urchins are native to southwest Florida.  

d.  Sea urchin punctures should be cleaned with alcohol.  

6.  Read these sentences from the story.

We reminisce about the good times we had and the picnics we enjoyed.  We won’t 

soon forget Bob’s run-in with a prickly sea urchin.

What does reminisce about mean?

a.  cry about

b.  forget about

c.  argue about

d.  talk about

7.  If the story “The Sea Urchin” needed a new title, which would be BEST?

a.  “How to Plan a Florida Vacation”

b.  “A Painful Day”

c.  “Southwest Florida Sea Life”

d.  “Day Trips on the Water” 

8.  What was unique about the small island the picnickers visited?

a.  It had a boat ramp.

b.  It was the breeding ground for many Florida birds.

c.  It was popular with tourists from New York.

d.  It was a long distance from Bradenton, Florida.

The Sea Urchin (continued)  ___________________________________
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Question Answer

1 b

2 b

3 a

4 c

5 b

6 d

7 d

8 b

Answer Key

The Sea Urchin

The Sea Urchin (continued)  ___________________________________
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Brown Bears

 There are many different kinds of bears that live in the United States. One kind 

of bear is the brown bear. There are several different types of brown bears. The most 

common one is the grizzly bear. It lives in parts of the northwestern United States, but is 

most commonly found in Canada. 

 The weight of a brown bear ranges from about 200 to 2,000 pounds, depending 

upon the species. The Kodiak bear, which lives in Alaska, is the largest brown bear. 

They average about 1,500 pounds in weight and can be up to ten feet tall. The smallest 

brown bear is the Eurasian brown bear, which can weigh as little as 200 pounds. 

 Bears that live in zoos are usually heavier than those that live in the forests. This 

is because bears that live in zoos do not get as much exercise as those who live in the 

wild. They also have a better, more controlled diet. 

 Brown bears have furry coats of stiff hair. Not all brown bears are really 

brown. Their coats can be brown, blonde, or black. They can also be all three colors. 

Sometimes their hair is tipped with white so that they look silver. Bears have short, 

stubby tails that are about four inches long. 

Brown bears are very powerful. They have large 

forearms and huge muscles in their shoulders. They 

also have massive paws with very sharp claws. They are 

so strong that they can break the spines of other large 

animals with a single blow. 

Bears sleep during the day, meaning that they are 

nocturnal animals. They stay awake during the night. In the 

summer, bears eat to gain weight so that they can sleep all 

winter long without having to look for food. However, bears 

are not true hibernating animals, because they can be 

woken easily and do not sleep for long periods.

Brown bear feeding on salmon
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Bears are considered omnivores because they eat both plants and animals. 

However, the diet of a brown bear is almost entirely vegetarian. When they aren’t eating 

roots, berries, and sprouts, they may dine on small mammals, insects, or moths. Brown 

bears are not true predators, but if they are really hungry they may kill and eat larger 

animals, usually choosing those who are old or sick. Most of the brown bears in the 

United States are in Alaska, where a large part of the bear’s diet consists of salmon. 

 Brown bears are fascinating. The babies stay with their mothers for two to four 

years, and if one is orphaned, it would not be surprising for another mom to adopt it. 

Sometimes the male bears attack the babies, but the mothers will fight to protect their 

young. Brown bears also like to be in the mountains. They are plantigrades, which 

means they can stand on their hind feet for long periods of time. Even though they look 

large and slow, they can run really fast if they want to. 

 Bears are majestic animals. They are beautiful to look at, and interesting to learn 

about. They are considered threatened in the United States, and certain types have 

already become extinct. However, their populations have been increasing again, so 

hopefully there will be plenty around in the future from which to learn and admire.

Brown Bears (continued)  _____________________________________
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1.  Which two words from the article have nearly the SAME meaning?

a.  massive, large

b.  majestic, different

c.  stiff, tipped

d.  woken, stubby

 

2.  Why are bears in the zoo heavier than those in the wild?

a.  They are able to sleep more often.

b.  They eat larger animals.

c.  They get less exercise.

d.  They are able to grow thicker coats.

 

3.  Read this sentence from the article

They are so strong that they can break the spines of other large animals with a 

single blow.  

The author includes this sentence to show that brown bears are

a.  less aggressive than other bears.

b.  very powerful animals.

c.  not true predators.

d.  generally nocturnal.

 

4.  According to the article, it would not be surprising for a mother brown bear to

a.  sleep most of the night.

b.  be considered a true predator.

c.  adopt an orphaned bear.

d.  refuse to stand on its hind feet.

 

Brown Bears (continued)  _____________________________________
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5.  Use the photograph to answer this question.  

The photograph confirms which fact about brown bears? 

a.  Brown bears consume a diet that is almost entirely vegetarian.

b.  Brown bears living in Alaska often feed on salmon.

c.  Brown bears often eat larger animals that are old or sick.  

d.  Brown bears can sleep all winter long without having to look for food.

 

6.  Why aren’t brown bears considered true hibernating animals?

a.  They can be woken easily and do not sleep for long periods.

b.  They eat to gain weight during the summer months.

c.  They eat both plants and animals.

d.  They prey on animals that are easily killed.

 

7.  Why did the author write “Brown Bears”?

a.  to persuade the reader to visit zoos where brown bears live

b.  to tell a story about a fictional brown bear

c.  to describe the unique characteristics of brown bears

d.  to explain how to care for brown bears in captivity

 

8.  Read this sentence from the article.

The most common one is the grizzly bear.

Which word means nearly the OPPOSITE of the word common?

a.  rare

b.  furry

c.  controlled

d.  small

Brown Bears (continued)  _____________________________________
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Question Answer

1 a

2 c

3 b

4 c

5 b

6 a

7 c

8 a

Answer Key

Brown Bears

Brown Bears (continued)  _____________________________________
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Kayaks and Kayaking 

 A kayak is a small boat that is moved through the water with a double-bladed 

paddle. Most kayaks have a covered deck. The person paddling sits below deck in the 

center of the boat in what is called the cockpit. Kayaks were first used by native hunters 

in the Arctic regions of northeastern Asia, North America, and Greenland. 

 Kayaks were originally made by the indigenous people living throughout the Arctic 

region. They used these boats to hunt in lakes, rivers, and coastal waters. Most of these 

early kayaks were made of seal skins stretched over a wooden frame. Archaeologists 

believe that kayaks were first used more than 4,000 years ago. 

 Modern kayaks come in all shapes and sizes and are used for a wide variety of 

purposes. Most kayaks today are made from plastic, wood, fiberglass, or fabric over 

wooden or aluminum frames. Standard kayaks are made to seat one or two people. 

It is sometimes possible to find larger kayaks that seat more than two. Now we will 

categorize kayaks by their use. There are sea kayaks, whitewater or river kayaks, surf 

kayaks, racing kayaks, and recreational kayaks. Sea 

kayaks are designed for use on open water and 

include features that make them stable in the water. 

Whitewater kayaks are flat and are not fitted with 

rudders. This increases their ability to navigate on 

rivers with large swells. Surf kayaks, or “surf skis,” 

are often used for surf-zone rescues. These boats 

are long and narrow in order to break waves. Finally, racing kayaks are designed for 

speed and are more difficult to keep balanced in the water. 

Kayakers sit in a seat on the bottom of the boat with their legs extended out in 

front of them. They use one double-bladed paddle rather than switching from side to 

side with a one-bladed paddle, as in canoeing. Some kayakers, especially those who 

kayak on lakes or in the ocean, begin at a particular spot and then return there when 

they are finished kayaking. River or whitewater kayakers, on the other hand, usually 

kayak from one spot to another. Kayaking is great exercise and offers people a different 

way to enjoy nature on the water. 
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1.  Why did the author write this article on kayaking?

a.  to encourage the reader to take up kayaking 

b.  to describe for the reader the history of the Arctic region 

c.  to explain to the reader the origins and varieties of kayaks

d.  to illustrate for the reader the current interest in kayaks and kayaking 

2.  Primitive kayaks were most likely made from wood and animal products because

a.  those were the building materials best suited for the construction of recreational 

kayaks.  

b.  those were the supplies most readily available to native hunters in the Arctic region.

c.  those were the building materials best suited for the construction of racing kayaks.

d.  those were the supplies hunters found superior to plastics or fabric.  

3.  What makes surf kayaks most useful for surf-zone rescues? 

a.  The material they are made from is especially durable.  

b.  Their design increases speed through large swells.

c.  The fact that they are not fitted with a rudder promotes stability on open water.  

d.  Their long and narrow shape helps to break through waves.

4.  Read this sentence from the article.

Kayakers sit in a seat on the bottom of the boat with their legs extended out in 

front of them.

What does the word extended mean as used in the sentence?

a.  curled up

b.  angled down

c.  stretched out

d.  held tight

Kayaks and Kayaking (continued)  _______________________________
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5.  Which type of kayak is most appropriate for a whitewater kayaker?

a.  racing kayak

b.  river kayak

c.  surf kayak

d.  recreational kayak

6.  Read this sentence from the article.  

Kayaks were originally made by the indigenous people living throughout the 

Arctic region.

What does the word originally mean as used in the sentence?

a.  for profit

b.  by hand

c.  at first

d.  to go

7.  With which sentence would the author most likely agree?

a.  Kayaking is a leisure sport and provides little in the way of exercise.

b.  Kayaks can be used in a variety of places and provide an enjoyable way to explore 

nature.  

c.  Kayaking is a relatively new sport and has yet to gain widespread popularity.

d.  Kayaks can be dangerous and should be used only by professionals.

8.  Use the article and the photograph to answer this question.  

Modern kayakers 

a.  use a double-bladed paddle.  

b.  are known as “surf-skiers”.

c.  use kayaks primarily for hunting.

d.  are most often found in the Arctic region. 

Kayaks and Kayaking (continued)  _______________________________
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Question Answer

1 c

2 b

3 d

4 c

5 b

6 c

7 b

8 a

Answer Key
Kayaks and Kayaking

Kayaks and Kayaking (continued)  _______________________________
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Alley Cats Moving On Up

At sporting events, the talent isn't found solely in the playing arena. Be it during a 

timeout or halftime, the Alley Cats grace the center court or field with elaborate dance 

routines. The Alley Cats recently took part in a national dance competition and they 

ranked 17th out of 24 schools participating. This is the third consecutive year that the 

Alley Cats have competed, showing steady progress each year.

"We compete against the best dancers in the nation, and that is something really 

big," second-year Alley Cat, Laura Jones said. "We perform really technical routines that 

take months to prepare."

The routine performed this year had been practiced since September. In their first 

year in competition, they finished dead last. The following year, they finished in 20th 

place.

"I think we were as prepared for the competition as we could have been," first-

year Alley Cat, Karen Smith said. With only two seniors on the squad right now, the Alley 

Cats look to improve in upcoming years as well.

"The program used to be disorganized, but once we became disciplined, it helped 

us improve," Coach Carrie Woodward said. "We have a lot of talented girls."

Much of their success is due to hard work and dedication to the program. With the 

guidance of Woodward, who took over a program once in disarray, the Alley Cats have 

turned into a competitive dance team in less than three years. "Last year we beat four 

teams, and this year we beat seven," Woodward said. "We're definitely improving."

The Alley Cats weren’t considered part of the athletic community until this season. 

They were always associated more with campus spirit activities. "This year we're really 

starting to be treated like athletes instead of just a spirit squad," Jones said.

While they do attempt to pump up the crowd and players, the Alley Cats have a 

disciplined workout regimen. Workouts begin at 7:30 a.m. and are followed by practices 

throughout the week. They are required to be at every men's and women's game. This 

includes taking part in every football game.

The time and commitment required to be an Alley Cat can consume virtually 

every part of the dancers’ lives. Still, many of the Alley Cats manage to succeed in the 

classroom, maintaining the high grades necessary to stay on the squad.
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"We understand that education comes first," senior captain Jane Randall said. 

"We spend a lot of time at practice and at games, but we're here to learn."

Randall has been an Alley Cat for four years and is one of two seniors on the 

squad. She was part of the original squad before Woodward came onboard. 

"We're a lot more structured under Woodward," Randall said. "We understand 

how to work as a team."

Smith, who transferred from another dance team, has used the lessons learned 

from being an Alley Cat in her everyday life. "The discipline I have learned from being an 

Alley Cat has helped me learn to manage my time better," Smith said.

With the growing popularity of the squad, Woodward plans to expand and create 

a junior varsity team next year. Making it through the audition process, however, is very 

rigorous. Most of the girls on the team have years of experience in dance and ballet.

"All the girls on our team have been trained at studios since they were three 

years old," Jones said. "Someone doesn't just decide one day they are going to be a 

competitive dancer. They have to have been training for it their whole lives."

Alley Cats Moving on Up (continued)  ___________________________
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1.  Which sentence from the article supports the author’s argument that the Alley Cats 

have improved?

a.  “The time and commitment required to be an Alley Cat can consume virtually every 

part of the dancers’ lives.”

b.  “This is the third consecutive year that the Alley Cats have competed, showing 

steady progress each year.”

c.  “With the growing popularity of the squad, Woodward plans to expand and create a 

junior varsity team next year.”

d.  “While they do attempt to pump up the crowd and players, the Alley Cats have a 

disciplined workout regimen.”

2.  Which two words from the article have almost the same meaning?

a.  structured, disciplined

b.  expand, consume

c.  commitment, transferred

d.  technical, steady

3.  With which statement would the author most likely agree?

a.  The Alley Cats are growing in popularity due to the relative ease of the squad’s 

audition process.  

b.  The Alley Cats are inexperienced and lack the respect of the athletic community.

c.  The Alley Cats are advancing themselves through hard work and dedication to their 

sport.

d.  The Alley Cats are likely to improve if they can recruit a new coach and additional 

trained dancers.

4.  Read this sentence from the article.  

Making it through the audition process, however, is very rigorous.

What does the word rigorous mean as used in the sentence?

a.  deciduous 

b.  infamous

c.  superfluous 

d.  arduous

Alley Cats Moving on Up (continued)  ___________________________
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5.  Which sentence best describes Coach Woodward?

a.  She is understanding and unflappable.  

b.  She is organized and orderly.

c.  She is competitive and considerate.

d.  She is popular and passionate.

 

6.  Read this quote from the article.

“Someone doesn't just decide one day they are going to be a competitive dancer.  

They have to have been training for it their whole lives.”

What does Jones mean by this statement?

a.  A lifetime of training may be insufficient to succeed in competitive dance.  

b.  Previous experience and training in dance are required to dance competitively.

c.  Many dancers come to the sport with experience in other athletic arenas.

d.  Careful planning is necessary for those who desire a career in dance.

7.  How has the public perception of the Alley Cats changed this season?

a.  The dancers are now considered part of the athletic community.

b.  The Alley Cats are no longer considered a competitive dance squad.

c.  The dancers are now associated with school spirit activities.

d.  The Alley Cats are now required to earn high grades.

8.  Why did the author write this article about the Alley Cats?

a.  to persuade readers to audition for the squad

b.  to explain the physical demands of competitive dance

c.  to describe the experiences and future prospects of the squad

d.  to illustrate the innovative coaching techniques used by Woodward

Alley Cats Moving on Up (continued)  ___________________________



62 © 2009 State of Florida, Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.

Question Answer

1 b

2 a

3 c

4 d

5 b

6 b

7 a

8 c

Answer Key

Alley Cats Moving on Up

Alley Cats Moving on Up (continued)  ___________________________
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The Bottlenose Dolphin

The most commonly known dolphin is the bottlenose dolphin. It can be found in 

tropical waters around the world. The bottlenose gets its name from its beak-like snout. 

Although this graceful creature gets its name from this particular body part, it is not 

actually its nose. The dolphin’s nose is the blowhole on top of its head. 

The bottlenose dolphin varies in color from dark gray at the top of its body to a 

very light gray or almost white on its underside. These dolphins can range in length from 

6 to 13 feet and weigh from 330 to 1,430 pounds. 

The female dolphins and their young live in family groups called pods. There are 

usually about twelve dolphins living together in a pod. Sometimes they join together to 

form larger families. Male dolphins usually prefer to live alone, or with two or three other 

males. However, every now and then, a male 

will join a pod. 

Although these dolphins are predators 

to fish and squid, they are normally very 

friendly around humans. They actually have 

been given the nickname “Man’s Best Friend 

of the Sea”. These kind creatures have been 

known to rescue scuba divers by raising them 

to the surface, the same as they would do for 

one of their own family members.

Bottlenose dolphins communicate with one another in different ways. They 

squeak, whistle, and use body language for communication with other dolphins. They 

leap out of the water, slap their tails on the water’s surface, snap their jaws, and bump 

their heads together to make different sounds. In addition to the more than 30 different 

sounds they use, each dolphin has its own individualized, signature whistle. We are 

fortunate to have these beautiful creatures in our world!

A Bottlenose Dolphin responding to human hand gestures
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1.  With which sentence would the author most likely agree?

a.  Dolphins often have difficulty communicating with each other.

b.  Dolphins frequently interfere with the work of scuba divers.

c.  Dolphins predominately interact with humans in a positive manner.

d.  Dolphins likely create sounds in order to attract fish and squid.

2.  The bottlenose dolphin gets its name from its

a.  hidden blowhole.

b.  powerful jaw.

c.  large tail.  

d.  beak-like snout.

3.  How do male and female dolphins differ?

a.  Male dolphins have a more pronounced beak-like snout than do female dolphins.  

b.  Male dolphins prefer to live alone or in small groups, while female dolphins prefer to 

live in family pods.

c.  Male dolphins are less likely to rescue divers than are female dolphins.  

d.  Male dolphins use sounds to communicate, while female dolphins rely on body 

language.  

4.  Read this sentence from the article.  

Although this graceful creature gets its name from this particular body part, it is 

not actually its nose.

Which word means nearly the same as graceful?

a.  agile

b.  generous

c.  evasive

d.  coarse

The Bottlenose Dolphin (continued)  ___________________________
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5.  Use the photograph to answer this question.  

The photograph suggests that in addition to communicating with other dolphins, the 

bottlenose is able to 

a.  aid humans who are lost or in danger.  

b.  survive and reproduce in captivity.

c.  produce an individualized, signature whistle.  

d.  communicate in a limited way with humans.

6.  The information in the article “The Bottlenose Dolphin” could best be used for a 

student research project on 

a.  food chains in ocean ecosystems.  

b.  the social habits of marine mammals.

c.  scuba diving safety and diver rescue.  

d.  the impact of humans on marine life.  

7.  Read this sentence from the article.  

It can be found in tropical waters around the world.

This means that the bottlenose dolphin lives primarily 

a.  in deep water.  

b.  near popular diving locations.  

c.  in warm water.

d.  near large populations of fish and squid.  

8.  Read this sentence from the article.  

They actually have been given the nickname “Man’s Best Friend of the Sea”.

The author introduces the dolphin’s nickname to

a.  reinforce a statement made about the animal’s friendly nature.

b.  compare dolphins to more well-known animals on land.  

c.  promote a product that uses the nickname in popular advertisements.

d.  relate the image of the dolphin to a likeable children’s character.

The Bottlenose Dolphin (continued)  ___________________________
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Question Answer

1 c

2 d

3 b

4 a

5 d

6 b

7 c

8 a

Answer Key

The Bottlenose Dolphin

The Bottlenose Dolphin (continued)  ___________________________
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Zoo Camp

This past summer I worked as a counselor at the Zany Zoo Camp. Every 

summer, the zoo sponsors week-long camps for kids aged five to twelve years. 

Each week of the camp has a theme and includes animal encounters, keeper talks, 

educational shows, games, and crafts. Zoo camp is a lot of fun for the campers and for 

the counselors too!

 Each week, I was assigned a different age-group of campers and a theme. For 

example, one week the theme was Animal Babies, and another week it was Down 

Under. Before each week of camp, we would plan all of the activities for our campers. I 

would talk to the zookeepers to determine when they would be available to help us with 

feedings. I would also check the zoo’s schedule of shows to make sure we got to see 

the Rowdy Reptiles and the Birds of Prey. I also gathered the supplies we would need to 

make animal crafts throughout the week. 

 When the campers’ parents dropped them off, the first thing we did was to meet 

as a big group in the Zany Zoo Camp auditorium. Everyone would have the chance 

to introduce themselves and then a zookeeper would bring out an animal that could 

be touched. The campers once got to slide their fingers down the scales of a snake 

and, another time, they were able to pet an Angora rabbit. Before and after touching an 

animal, it was very important for us to remind the campers to wash their hands. 

 After we met the animal in the morning, we usually did a craft. Most of the crafts 

related to animals we would see in the zoo. As part of the Down Under theme week, 

we made kangaroos out of construction paper and toilet paper rolls. When we learned 

about birds, we made eggs out of paper mâché. We even made eels using wire hangers 

and panty hose. The campers could get really creative when we were making crafts! 

 After we cleaned up the mess we made during craft time, it was time for a 

morning snack. If it wasn’t raining, we ate our snack at picnic tables on the playground. 

Usually, we let the campers play for awhile before packing up to head into the zoo 

grounds. 
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 Going into the zoo was the best part of every day. We would walk through the 

exhibits to see the big cats, primates, hippos, and lots of other animals. Sometimes we 

would get the chance to feed the animals. The week we learned about reptiles, we got 

to cut up vegetables and lettuce for the tortoises. When we studied primates, we made 

treats out of peanut butter to pass to the orangutans. Sometimes we even got to feed 

fish to the stingrays or nectar to the parakeets. The zookeepers were always close by to 

help us with the feedings and to talk to the campers about how the animals were cared 

for in the zoo. 

 After a few hours in the hot sunshine at the zoo, we all went back to camp to get 

an afternoon snack and cool off. Most of the time, we watched a zoo video while eating 

our afternoon snack. Some of my favorite videos showed the animals from the zoo in 

their natural environments. 

 The end of each day was different because our afternoon activities depended 

on what the campers wanted to do. We would often put on our bathing suits and splash 

around in the zoo fountains. Other times, the campers would get to go on some of the 

rides. If the kids were feeling especially tired, we might even decide to do another craft. 

Almost every day when the parents arrived for pick-up time, I would hear the campers 

saying, “I had a great day at Zoo Camp today!” What a fun summer job I had!

Zoo Camp (continued)  ________________________________________
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1.  What was the author’s purpose in writing this essay?

a.  to amuse the reader with a humorous story

b.  to share with the reader his experiences as a camp counselor

c.  to persuade the reader to learn more about a career in zoo keeping

d.  to teach the reader about specific animals found in the zoo 

2.  Read this sentence from the essay.

Each week of the camp has a theme and includes animal encounters, keeper 

talks, educational shows, games, and crafts.

What does the word theme mean as used in the sentence?

a.  subject matter

b.  career goal 

c.  plot summary

d.  academic relevance

3.  How were the kangaroo and eel crafts similar?

a.  Both were constructed out of paper mâché.

b.  Both were made by campers in the Down Under-themed camp.  

c.  Both were difficult for most campers to make.

d.  Both were made from common household items.

4.  The author would most likely agree that

a.  being a Zoo Camp counselor is an enjoyable summer job.

b.  there are few activities available for campers at Zoo Camp.  

c.  the rain often interferes with the scheduled Zoo Camp program.

d.  it is difficult to involve animals in the Zoo Camp experience.

5.  What is the primary topic of the second paragraph of the essay?

a.  feeding the zoo animals

b.  preparing for Zoo Camp

c.  making zoo animal crafts 

d.  visiting exhibits in the zoo

Zoo Camp (continued)  ________________________________________
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6.  What is the author’s attitude toward Zoo Camp in this essay?

a.  cautious

b.  hostile

c.  anxious 

d.  fond

 

7.  People who read this essay will learn about

a.  the proper care and diet for zoo animals.  

b.  the summer programs at Zany Zoo Camp.

c.  the natural environments of many zoo animals.  

d.  the responsibilities of the zookeepers at Zany Zoo.  

8.  How does the author organize the opening paragraph of the essay? 

a.  He gives his opinion of zoos and supports it with evidence from his experiences.

b.  He tells of the events which led him to take a job as a Zoo Camp counselor.  

c.  He uses vivid imagery to compare animals frequently encountered during Zoo Camp.  

d.  He describes the scope and elements of the weekly camps in which he participated.

Zoo Camp (continued)  ________________________________________
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Question Answer

1 b

2 a

3 d

4 a

5 b

6 d

7 b

8 d

Answer Key

Zoo Camp

Zoo Camp (continued)  ________________________________________
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Athletic Training: A Closer Look

Did you know that March is National Athletic Training Month? Most people don't 

even know what an athletic trainer's job entails. It is not always an easy job. Athletic 

trainers work long hours, and depending on with which sport they are involved, they 

may start work when the sun comes up and not finish until late into the evening. Mainly, 

trainers help to prepare and aid athletes in reaching their full potential.

"There is so much more to this job than is let on,” third-year trainer, Robby Davis 

said. “We deal with injury prevention, treatment, diet, and training. Luckily, I work with 

great staff members that are adaptive and flexible, and I think it's definitely made us 

closer as a team.” Robby Davis and Joann Smith are the football trainers for Alabama 

Metro. When spring football practice officially begins, it kicks off a hectic schedule for 

these two trainers and their student interns. Davis explained that there is one distinct 

principle that goes along with athletic training: you must love your work!

An average day for Davis begins at about 5:30 a.m. After completing regular 

administrative work, Davis prepares information for a weekly staff meeting. At about 

8:00 a.m., athletes start rolling in for treatment and weight training. At 1:00 p.m., the 

staff begins taping and pre-practice functions, such as preparing the on-field drinks and 

setting up the field. 

Practice kicks off at 3:00 p.m. and generally lasts until about 5:30 p.m. Barring 

any practice injuries, Davis and his staff finish at about 7:00 p.m. His long day winds 

down around 8:00 p.m. after he finishes his meetings with the coaches regarding the 

players' performances and injury updates. 

According to Smith, about 20 new students per semester complete internships 

at their facility. These students do not only learn about one sport; they rotate as the 

semester progresses. However, due to the amount of work it takes to prepare for football 

camp in August, all students are asked to participate.

 "The turnover is pretty high," Smith said. "You tend to get students who realize 

during football camp that this program and job is not for them. It's a long workday and it 

is very fast paced. Either you learn to love it, or you learn to hate it. You can't just stand 

on the sidelines and watch football." 
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For away games, nine trainers are allowed to travel with the Alabama Metro 

team. This adds an elevated level of stress to a job that seems to have enough already, 

especially when the trainers are required to spend very long stretches of time away from 

their own families. 

"We were on the road for 20 out of the 30 days last month," Davis said. "I can't 

stress enough how dedicated to your job you have to be. You're away from your family, 

but you're with another family on the road." 

One of the main obstacles athletic trainers face is educating players. In their 

early years, most athletes seem apprehensive about visiting the trainers in fear that 

they will be looked down upon. The athletes couldn't be more wrong. The trainers are 

there to help the athletes, to prevent injury, or to maintain an injury so it doesn't become 

more severe. Making the athletes comfortable in their surroundings is a key step in 

maintaining their health and willingness to seek out a trainer. 

Along with the on-field and training room duties, there is also plenty of paperwork 

and office work that goes along with the job of being an athletic trainer. For every 

treatment that a trainer provides, and every doctor visit that one of the athletes attends, 

there is a detailed log that describes everything that happened. In the event that there is 

a doctor's appointment, an athlete will be accompanied by a trainer. 

"Anywhere an athlete goes, we have to go," Smith said. "It's just a golden rule. If 

they're in meetings until 9:00 p.m., we're there too. It goes with the job." 

Julia Prince, who works with softball athletes, handles the insurance information 

for the athletic trainers. Along with these duties, Prince also teaches and participates in 

the lab work for the athletic training courses. All of these obligations really stack up! 

Prince has been working with softball athletes since the team’s first season 

in 2002. She has watched the players she assists grow and mature as the seasons 

have progressed. "During their time here, we see these athletes more than their own 

families," Prince said. "You get close to them. We have a lot of fun, and I really couldn't 

picture myself doing anything else." 

National Athletic Training Month is a well-deserved honor in the field of athletic 

training. The hard work and dedication needed to be successful in this field is nearly 

immeasurable. Thanks trainers!

Athletic Training: A Closer Look (continued)  ____________________
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1.  Read this sentence from the article.  

For every treatment that a trainer provides, and every doctor visit that one of the 

athletes attends, there is a detailed log that describes everything that happened.

What does the word detailed mean in the sentence?

a.  cursory

b.  lengthy

c.  thorough

d.  productive

2.  In addition to helping prevent injuries, athletic trainers also 

a.  help to ensure existing injuries don’t get worse.

b.  train athletes to provide their own first aid.  

c.  recruit injured athletes to assist in team training.

d.  discourage athletes from visiting a doctor when injured.

3.  What do athletic trainers and their student interns have in common?

a.  Both write detailed reports on athletes’ injuries and treatments.

b.  Both rotate from sport to sport as the semester progresses.

c.  Both have a high turnover rate.

d.  Both work long hours.

4.  Read this sentence from the article.  

In their early years, most athletes seem apprehensive about visiting the trainers 

in fear that they will be looked down upon.

This sentence means that the athletes feel

a.  anxious about visiting the trainers.

b.  sullen about visiting the trainers.

c.  indignant about visiting the trainers.

d.  complacent about visiting the trainers.

Athletic Training: A Closer Look (continued)  ____________________
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5.  The author would most likely agree that athletic trainers

a.  have relatively uncomplicated jobs.

b.  serve virtually the same function as doctors.

c.  are deserving of praise.  

d.  are often former athletes themselves.

6.  Which job advertisement would be best for the position of athletic trainer?

a.  Needed: Compassionate worker to work long hours.  Must demonstrate patience and 

have knowledge of football.  

b.  Needed: Enthusiastic worker to work seasonal schedule.  Must have teaching 

experience and friendly nature.

c.  Needed: Committed worker to work seasonal schedule.  Must be thoughtful and have 

good attention to detail.  

d.  Needed: Dedicated worker to work long hours.  Must be able to multi-task and travel.

7.  Which quotation from the article best supports the assertion that the schedule of an 

athletic trainer is hectic?

a.  “We have a lot of fun, and I really couldn't picture myself doing anything else.”

b.  “You're away from your family, but you're with another family on the road.”

c.  “It's a long workday and it is very fast paced.”

d.  “We deal with injury prevention, treatment, diet, and training.”

8.  What was the author’s purpose in writing this article?

a.  to describe the career of athletic training

b.  to persuade undecided students to consider athletic training as a career

c.  to introduce famous athletic trainers in college sports

d.  to encourage athletes to seek out trainers

Athletic Training: A Closer Look (continued)  ____________________
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Question Answer

1 c 

2 a

3 d

4 a

5 c

6 d

7 c

8 a

Answer Key

Athletic Training: A Closer Look

Athletic Training: A Closer Look (continued)  ____________________
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Accidental Inventions

Inventors have used many different methods to solve problems and create new 

or better ways of doing things. Some inventions come from experimenting, while others 

come from observing and trying to copy natural processes. However, one of the most 

interesting ways that ideas and discoveries happen is by accident, when people are 

looking for something else. There are many surprising and interesting stories about how 

things we use every day came into being.

Most American homes today have a microwave and a refrigerator. Both of the 

processes used to make these appliances work were discovered by accident. One day 

in 1945, Percy Spencer was working in his lab testing radar equipment. He walked past 

a working magnetron and found that the candy bar in his pocket had melted due to the 

power it sent out. Within a year, Spencer designed the first microwave oven. Dr. John 

Gorrie discovered the cold air process of refrigeration and made the first ice machine in 

1850. This was thought to be the first practical refrigerator. He was trying to find a way to 

cool the air in the building where he treated patients with fever, but ended up inventing 

the process now used in refrigerators, freezers, and air conditioning. 

Bubble gum was invented in a similar way. Walter Diemer was an accountant 

working for a chewing gum factory in 1928. He invented bubble gum while trying to find 

a way to make regular chewing gum chewier. Instead, the batch that he made stretched 

more easily and made bubbles. The bubble gum was made pink because that was the 

only food coloring that Diemer had available! 

The Super Soaker is another fun thing that was invented by accident. In 1988, 

aerospace engineer Lonnie Johnson was trying to invent something he called a heat 

pump. Suddenly, a fast stream of water began to squirt across the room. He realized 

that he had just invented a high-powered squirting device that would make a fun thing to 

play with. Water fights have never been the same. 

Next time you see someone light a match, you can tell the story of an English 

pharmacist named John Walker. In 1826, while trying to clean a wooden stick he had 

been using to mix some chemicals, Walker scraped the stick across a stone floor. The 

tip of the stick suddenly burst into a tiny flame and the first friction match had been 

invented.
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A French chemist named Edouard Benedictus accidentally invented safety glass 

in 1903. He dropped a glass container on the floor and bent down expecting to have 

to clean up several pieces of broken glass. Instead, he found that a thin film of liquid 

plastic that had been inside of the flask was holding the pieces together. The same type 

of film is now applied to safety glass to keep it from breaking when it hits a hard surface. 

A Scottish scientist, Alexander Fleming, had an accident in 1928 that led to an 

invention that has saved many lives. He went away on vacation, leaving bacteria he had 

been studying growing in a glass dish. While he was gone, the dish was contaminated 

with mold. When Fleming came back, he found that the area around the mold didn't 

have any bacteria growing on it. That's how penicillin, an infection-fighting drug, got its 

start.

From toys and candy, to life-saving medicines, accidents are to thank for many 

inventions that make our lives easier. Stories like these remind us that we really can 

learn from our mistakes!

Accidental Inventions (continued)  _____________________________
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1.  Read this sentence from the article.

The tip of the stick suddenly burst into a tiny flame and the first friction match 

had been invented.

What does the word suddenly mean as used in the sentence?

a.  without sound

b.  without warning

c.  without harm

d.  without waste

2.  What led to John Walker’s discovery of the friction match?

a.  He began testing on a working magnetron.  

b.  He attempted to construct a heat pump.  

c.  He scraped a chemical-covered stick across the floor.

d.  He dropped a glass container covered in liquid plastic.

 

3.  What was the author’s purpose in writing this article?

a.  to persuade scientists to devote time to inventing

b.  to highlight accidental inventions and their inventors

c.  to solicit funds for struggling inventors

d.  to refute evidence of inventions discovered by mistake

4.  Which sentence gives the best summary of the article?

a.  “From toys and candy, to life-saving machines, accidents are to thank for many 

inventions that make our lives easier.”

b.  “Inventors have used many different methods to solve problems and create new or 

better ways of doing things.”

c.  “Some inventions come from experimenting, while others come from observing and 

trying to copy natural processes.”

d.  “Both of the processes used to make these appliances work were discovered by 

accident.”

Accidental Inventions (continued)  _____________________________
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5.  How were the inventions of safety glass and penicillin similar?

a.  Both served to enhance public health.

b.  Both were developed by scientists working with bacteria.  

c.  Both promoted the use of plastics in health sciences research.  

d.  Both were invented by Americans in the 20th century.

 

6.  Read this sentence from the article.  

He dropped a glass container on the floor and bent down expecting to have to 

clean up several pieces of broken glass.

This means that the scientist 

a.  was unprepared to collect the shards of glass.  

b.  hoped that the glass would not break.  

c.  was able to predict that the glass would remain intact.  

d.  anticipated that the glass would shatter into pieces.

7.  What does the author use to support his argument that some inventions are 

discovered by accident?

a.  personal opinions about the value of particular inventions

b.  direct observations of the inventors and their processes

c.  historical facts and descriptions of discoveries made by mistake

d.  actual quotations from accidental inventors

8.  What is the primary topic of the second paragraph of the article?

a.  accidental discoveries and medical miracles

b.  accidental discoveries and home appliances

c.  accidental discoveries and children’s toys

d.  accidental discoveries and food products

Accidental Inventions (continued)  _____________________________
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Question Answer

1 b

2 c

3 b

4 a

5 a

6 d

7 c

8 b

Answer Key

Accidental Inventions

Accidental Inventions (continued)  _____________________________
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My First Flying Lesson

 My first flying lesson was a great experience. It was a lovely day with no wind or 

bad weather to interfere, so it was perfect for my first flight. There was so much to learn! 

The format of the lesson is always the same, whether a person is taking a flying lesson 

in order to begin a career in aviation, or just to experience the thrill of piloting a light 

aircraft. 

My instructor, Bob, conducted 

an external pre-flight inspection 

of the plane before the lesson 

started in order to make sure that 

it was completely safe. Then, Bob 

gave me a pre-flight briefing. He 

discussed the area over which we 

would be flying during the lesson, in addition to describing the flying controls and their 

effects on the aircraft both in flight and on the ground. Bob answered all of my questions 

with obvious knowledge about flying. The next step involved sitting in the aircraft and 

receiving a lesson on how the controls work. The ailerons are the movable surfaces 

located at the outer edges of the wings. When the control column is moved to the left, 

the ailerons will move, which, in turn, will cause the plane to roll to the left. Moving it 

right causes the aircraft to roll right. The ailerons control the “roll” by moving in opposite 

directions to one another. The elevator is the part of the horizontal tail-plane which 

can move. Moving the control column forward or backward will result in the nose of the 

plane “pitching” down or up. The rudder is the control surface attached to the vertical 

fin and moves to the left or right by use of the rudder pedals. If you press the left pedal 

while in flight, the nose of the plane moves to the left; and pressing the right pedal turns 

the nose to the right. When the plane is in the air this movement of the nose position is 

called “yaw”. On the ground, these rudder pedals control the nose wheel steering. Wow, 

it was a lot to learn!
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 When Bob was finished explaining the controls, I sat in the seat to the left, the 

Captain’s seat, and he sat to the right. He started the engine and taxied to the holding 

point for the runway in use while explaining the various checks and procedures that 

had to be completed prior to take-off. I had butterflies in my stomach because I was 

very nervous and excited! After further checks, we entered the runway and lined up to 

get ready to take-off. Soon after we took off, Bob invited me to “follow through” on the 

controls. This was so I could understand how much pressure and what degree of input 

was required. After that, I was in full operation of the controls. Under Bob's supervision, I 

was flying the plane! 

 On our return, Bob positioned the aircraft to enter the “circuit” prior to 

commencing an approach to land. Once again, he invited me to “follow through” and 

allowed me to manage the controls until we were quite low. I took part in bringing the 

plane down, and he took over as we approached the runway so that we could have a 

gentle landing.

Bob gave a short post-flight briefing to review everything I had learned. Once 

we were in the flight club, he presented me with a First Flying Lesson certificate. After 

completing the first lesson, I was hooked. I bought a pilot’s log book and wrote down 

all of the details of my first flight so I would have a permanent record. It was a fantastic 

experience and I ended up continuing to take lessons to improve my skills.

My First Flying Lesson (continued)  _____________________________
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1.  Which sentence from the essay suggests that the author found his first flight 

experience memorable?

a.  “It was a lovely day with no wind or bad weather to interfere, so it was perfect for my 

first flight.”

b.  “I purchased a pilot’s log book and entered the details of this first flight as a 

permanent record.”

c.  “I had butterflies in my stomach because I was very nervous and excited!”

d.  “Once we were in the flight club, he presented me with a First Flying Lesson 

certificate.”

2.  Which area of instruction helped the author to understand pressure and degree of 

input?

a.  “checks and procedures”

b.  “follow through”

c.  “movable surfaces”

d.  “rudder pedals”

3.  Which sentence best summarizes what happens in “My First Flying Lesson”?

a.  The flight instructor presents the author with a pilot’s log book and recommends he 

continue flying lessons.  

b.  The author completes his first flying lesson under the supervision of a flight instructor 

and is inspired to continue flying.

c.  The flight instructor introduces the author to the controls and flying procedures after 

awarding him a First Flying Lesson certificate.

d.  The author studies the controls and flying procedures in order to earn the First Flying 

Lesson certificate required for a first flight.  

My First Flying Lesson (continued)  _____________________________



85© 2009 State of Florida, Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.

4.  Read this sentence from the essay.  

On our return, Bob positioned the aircraft to enter the “circuit” prior to 

commencing an approach to land.

What does the word commencing mean in the sentence?

a.  starting action

b.  accomplishing task

c.  executing delivery

d.  ceasing activity

5.  How do Bob and the author differ?

a.  Bob is new to flying, while the author is an accomplished aviator.  

b.  The author flies frequently, while Bob flies intermittently.

c.  Bob is a professional pilot, while the author is a novice.

d.  The author is a member of the flight club, while Bob is only a guest.

6.  Bob took over the aircraft in order to

a.  allow the author to experience "follow through".

b.  adjust the pressure and degree.

c.  execute a smooth landing.

d.  brief the author on in-flight procedures.

7.  Use the essay and the illustration to answer this question.  

Where are the plane’s ailerons located?

a.  on the outer edges of the wings

b.  in the control column 

c.  on the vertical fins

d.  in the nose 

8.  The author says that he has “butterflies in [his] stomach” to indicate that he is 

a.  confident in his ability to operate the aircraft on his own.  

b.  confused by the flight instructor’s explanation of the controls and procedures.

c.  experiencing motion sickness as the plane prepares for takeoff.  

d.  nervous about embarking on his first flight.

My First Flying Lesson (continued)  _____________________________
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Question Answer

1 b

2 b

3 b

4 a

5 c

6 c

7 a

8 d

Answer Key

My First Flying Lesson

My First Flying Lesson (continued)  _____________________________
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Ants

It is not uncommon to see a lone ant crawling around on the sidewalk. If you have 

left some food out on your kitchen counter, you might even find a whole trail of ants 

inside your house. Sometimes ants stumble upon a picnic and run off with as much food 

as they can carry. But have you ever followed the trail or thought about from where ants 

come?

Ants are social insects. They live in large communities underground called 

“colonies.” A colony is started by a queen ant. She will fly around until she finds a 

suitable place to build her nest. When she is happy with a location, she burrows into 

the ground, making a small chamber in which to lay her eggs. The queen then sheds 

her wings and never flies again. When the eggs hatch, she will nurse them until they 

grow big enough to take on their roles as 

workers.

Ants begin as larvae; they have soft, 

white bodies with no legs. They go through 

a metamorphosis to become adult ants. 

Once the transformation is complete, they 

take over all of the work in the nest. One 

of the first tasks in creating a colony is to 

expand and create an entire network of 

underground tunnels. These worker ants all have specialized tasks, often based on their 

body types. Large ants scavenge and protect the nest, while smaller ants work inside 

to take care of the queen and the new young. Once the first workers have hatched, the 

queen does nothing but lay eggs in order to create more ants and build up the colony. A 

queen ant can lay thousands of eggs a year. Once or twice a year, another queen ant 

hatches and will fly off to start a new nest.

Seven ant workers of various sizes (left) and two queens (right)
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With all of those busy ants swarming around in a nest, you might wonder how 

they communicate. Some ant species rub their legs together to make noise and others 

touch antennae or heads, but the most effective tool they have to communicate with is 

the chemical signals they emit from their bodies. For example, if the nest is attacked, the 

ants produce alarm chemicals that cause other workers to come and help fend off the 

enemies. If one ant finds a large source of food, he leaves a chemical trail for his nest 

mates to pick up on. Most ant species also have toxic chemicals that they use in battle 

with other colonies and to protect the nest against predators. Scientists are currently 

trying to expand their knowledge of the ants’ social structures and communication 

methods.

Ants (continued)  ____________________________________________
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1.  What is the meaning of the word emit as used in this sentence?

Some ant species rub their legs together to make noise and others touch 

antennae or heads; but the most effective tool they have to communicate with is 

the chemical signals they emit from their bodies.

a.  cleanse

b.  transfer

c.  release

d.  deplete

2.  What is the major difference between worker ants and the queen?

a.  Worker ants scavenge and protect the nest, while the queen only lays eggs.

b.  Worker ants live communally, while the queen lives alone.  

c.  Worker ants use chemical signals to communicate, while the queen uses sound.

d.  Worker ants nurse the young, while the queen protects the colony from predators.

3.  Which subheading would be most appropriate for the final paragraph of the article on 

ants? 

a.  Colonial Living

b.  Clever Communication

c.  The Metamorphosis 

d.  All Work, No Play

4.  Which sentence best describes the main idea of the article?

a.  Ants undergo a transformation from larvae to adult insects.

b.  Ants have difficult lives and are often at the mercy of the queen.

c.  Ants specialize by task and reproduce in large numbers.

d.  Ants are social and communicative insects.

Ants (continued)  _____________________________________________
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5.  Which detail from the article best supports the idea that ants have specialized tasks 

based on their body types?

a.  “Large ants scavenge and protect the nest, while smaller ants work inside to take 

care of the queen and the new young.”

b.  “Once or twice a year, another queen ant hatches and will fly off to start a new nest.”

c.  “Once the transformation is complete, they take over all of the work in the nest.”

d.  “One of the first tasks in creating a colony is to expand and create an entire network 

of underground tunnels.”

6.  Read this excerpt from the article.  

It is not uncommon to see a lone ant crawling around on the sidewalk.  If you 

have left some food out on your kitchen counter, you might even find a whole 

trail of ants inside your house.  Sometimes ants stumble upon a picnic and run 

off with as much food as they can carry.  But, have you ever followed the trail or 

thought about from where ants come?

The author places these sentences at the beginning of the article to show that

a.  ants are bothersome creatures and often cause problems for the humans they come 

in contact with.

b.  it is important for people to protect their food items when ants are nearby.

c.  ants are social creatures that seek out humans and other ants.

d.  although ants are common in our everyday lives, we may not know much about their 

world.

7.  Why does the queen ant build a small chamber? 

a.  It is designed to insulate herself from the other ants.

b.  She needs a space in which to begin her metamorphosis.

c.  It provides her with a safe location in which to lay her eggs.

d.  She needs to house the small ants that will help her tend to the young.

Ants (continued)  _____________________________________________
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8.  Which detail about ants from the article can be verified by evidence presented in the 

photograph? 

a.  Some ants rub their legs together to make noise.  

b.  The queen ant has wings which are eventually shed.

c.  Ants begin as larvae with soft bodies and no legs.

d.  The queen ant lays eggs in order to build up the colony.

Ants (continued)  _____________________________________________
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Question Answer

1 c

2 a

3 b

4 d

5 a

6 d

7 c

8 b

Answer Key

Ants

Ants (continued)  _____________________________________________
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Guy Fawkes Night

In England, November 5th is Guy Fawkes Night, also known as Bonfire Night, a 

favorite celebration for adults and children. All across the country, you will find bonfires 

lighting up the neighborhoods and fireworks 

displays. This night celebrates the failure of the 

Gunpowder Plot on the 5th of November, 1605. 

This was when a number of Roman Catholic 

conspirators, including Guy Fawkes, tried to blow 

up the House of Parliament in London. They 

procured 36 barrels of gunpowder and moved 

them into a cellar under the House of Lords. 

As they continued to work on their plot, the 

conspirators realized that innocent people could 

be killed. One of them sent an anonymous letter to his friend, Lord Monteagle, warning 

him to stay away from Parliament on November 5th. News of the letter reached the King, 

who stopped the plot. In the early hours of November 5th, Guy Fawkes was caught 

in the cellar under Parliament with the 36 barrels of gunpowder. He was executed as 

punishment for his role in the attempt. 

Every November when I was young, my brother and I would go out looking for 

old bits of wood, tree limbs, branches, old boxes, and anything else that would burn. 

We built a huge pile on the field in front of our house. We were lucky because several 

families came to our bonfire so we always had a huge fire with lots of spare burning 

material. We sat around the outside of the fire on old park benches. Our parents would 

bring out toffee apples, hot dogs, burgers, soups, and all kinds of hot beverages for our 

guests to enjoy around the fire. In England, it was very cold in November and it started 

to get dark around 4:30 p.m. The bonfires created a bright, warm light, and there were 

always children with sparklers in their hands dancing around the fire. 

A traditional rhyme often sung on Guy Fawkes Night:

Remember, remember the Fifth of November,
The Gunpowder Treason and Plot,
I can think of no reason
Why the Gunpowder Treason
Should ever be forgot.
Guy Fawkes, Guy Fawkes, t'was his intent
To blow up the Kings and Parli'ment.
Three-score barrels of powder below
To prove old England's overthrow;
By God's providence he was catch'd
With a dark lantern and burning match.
Holloa boys, holloa boys, let the bells ring. 
Holloa boys, holloa boys, God save the King!
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About a week before the 5th, we would start to make the “guy.” The “guy” was 

supposed to represent Guy Fawkes. We would use a pair of old trousers and stuff them 

with straw or old newspapers. We then tied the bottom and top of the trousers with 

string. We did the same with an old sweater and tied it to the trousers, making the body. 

Then we created a round head with a hand-drawn face. The hair was made of straw and 

sometimes we would add an old cap. The tradition in England was to put the “guy” into a 

wheelbarrow or old baby stroller and go door-to-door showing the “guy” to the neighbors 

for a penny or two. We used this money to help buy the fireworks. Some children would 

make fantastic “guys” and take them into town where they would earn much more 

money for fireworks. When enough fireworks were purchased, a couple of the fathers 

would be assigned to set up a wonderful fireworks display.

Once the bonfire pile was high enough, the “guy” was set on top of the pile. 

Everyone would sit around for the grand ceremony of lighting the fire. The bonfire 

usually lit quite easily because we put plenty of kindling inside. Within minutes, the fire 

would be crackling and the flames would be leaping up around the “guy”. I loved the 

warmth, the smell of musty firewood, the smoke mixed with the cold night air, and the 

gunpowder smell of burned out fireworks. As the fire began to die down, the men would 

light the fireworks one by one. We would all gasp at the beautiful colors spraying into the 

night sky like a million tiny stars dropping to Earth. The firecrackers would make us all 

jump, and the pinwheels would sputter color as they whizzed around. These are some 

of the reasons why I remember November 5th, Bonfire Night, as a truly fun night to be 

in England.

Guy Fawkes Night (continued)  _________________________________
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1.  What was the author’s primary purpose in writing the first paragraph of the essay?

a.  to tell a story about her family’s celebration of Bonfire Night

b.  to explain how to construct a “guy”

c.  to list the supplies necessary for a bonfire and fireworks celebration 

d.  to describe the history and origins of the Guy Fawkes holiday

2.  Read this sentence from the essay.  

As they continued to work on their plot, the conspirators realized that innocent 

people could be killed.

What does the word conspirators mean in the sentence?

a.  solicitors

b.  revelers

c.  schemers

d.  orators

3.  The author would most likely agree that

a.  Guy Fawkes Night celebrations are fraught with danger.

b.  November 5th marks a popular holiday in England.

c.  Guy Fawkes should be remembered as a hero.  

d.  Bonfire Night should be observed only by children.  

4.  According to the author, a “guy” is a

a.  specially designed bonfire.  

b.  luminous fireworks display.  

c.  ceremonial executioner.  

d.  symbolic representation of Fawkes.

Guy Fawkes Night (continued)  _________________________________
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5.  Read this sentence from the essay.  

One of them sent an anonymous letter to his friend, Lord Monteagle, warning him 

to stay away from Parliament on November 5th.

What does the word anonymous mean in the sentence?

a.  unsound

b.  unstable

c.  unsigned

d.  unsightly

 

6.  How did the children get money to purchase the fireworks?

a.  They sold sparklers to other children in the neighborhood.

b.  They were paid to serve food and hot drinks around the fire.

c.  They showed off their “guy” to neighbors for coins.

d.  They collected money in exchange for gathering kindling.  

7.  According to the traditional rhyme, the Gunpowder Plot was

a.  forgotten over time.

b.  an act of treason.

c.  intended to save the King.

d.  well-executed by the conspirators.

8.  Which two words from the essay mean nearly the same?

a.  luminous, bright 

b.  sputter, display

c.  gasp, warmth

d.  musty, spare

Guy Fawkes Night (continued)  _________________________________
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Question Answer

1 d

2 c

3 b

4 d

5 c

6 c

7 b

8 a

Answer Key

Guy Fawkes Night

Guy Fawkes Night (continued)  _________________________________
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A Brief Look at Football History

The history of American football can be traced back to a game played in England 
where the players could only kick the ball. As the story goes, a player in Rugby, 
England became irritated with his lack of success in kicking the ball. It was 1823 when 
he decided to pick up the ball and run with it. Two games evolved as time went by, 
soccer and rugby. In soccer, you can only kick the ball, but in rugby you can pick it up 
and run with it as well. The game of football further evolved from the game of rugby.

The first official intercollegiate football game was played in the United States in 
1865 when Rutgers University defeated Princeton. Rugby rules were followed at that 
time, but the actual game of football, as we know it, evolved from that point forward. 
By 1882, football teams each had eleven players on the field at a time, and the game 
began to get rough and increasingly dangerous. Equipment such as helmets and 
protective pads became necessary to avoid athletic injuries. Rule changes helped with 
safety issues, but the change that had the most impact on the game of football was 
legalizing the forward pass. In 1913, the famous Knute Rockne of Notre Dame showed 

the nation the advantages of the forward pass.
Football teams today still have eleven players on 

the field, for a total of 22 players on the field at a time, 
just as they did in the early years. Many of the rules 
have changed, yet football has turned into the most 
popular spectator sport in America over the last century. 
The interest in the game spread from colleges into high 
school athletics. In 1920, the National Football League 
was formed. Today millions of fans enjoy watching 
professional teams compete each year. 

Due to the high interest in watching the game of football, the different levels of 
the game have scattered their playing times. Most high schools play their games on 
Friday nights, colleges play on Thursdays and Saturdays, and the professional teams 
play on Sundays and Mondays. Football remains the most popular spectator sport in 
the United States to this day.
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1.  In addition to the use of safety equipment, what helped to reduce the risk of injury to 

football players?

a.  a series of rule changes

b.  the creation of a professional league

c.  a return to rugby-like regulations

d.  the legalization of the forward pass

2.  How are rugby and football similar?

a.  Both allow the forward pass.  

b.  Both were first played in the United States.  

c.  Both allow players to run with the ball.

d.  Both use the same modern safety equipment to prevent injury.

3.  Use the article and the diagram to answer this question.  

In the game of football, what is the total number of players permitted on the field during 

a given play?

a.  nineteen

b.  eleven

c.  twenty-two

d.  nine

4.  How did Knute Rockne influence the game of football?

a.  He helped establish the National Football League.

b.  He starred in the first intercollegiate football game.  

c.  He demonstrated the value of the forward pass.

d.  He recommended rule changes designed to reduce injury.

A Brief Look at Football History (continued)  ____________________
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5.  Read this sentence from the article.

Football remains the most popular spectator sport in the United States to this 

day. 

This means that 

a.  football is presently the most watched sport in America.

b.  more athletes play football than play rugby or soccer in the U.S.

c.  high school, college, and professional football players are popular figures in the 

American media. 

d.  more people attend football games than watch them on television.

6.  How did the author organize the first paragraph of the essay?

a.  He explained the rules and equipment relevant to the sport of football. 

b.  He relayed a story to illustrate the origins of football. 

c.  He stated an opinion on football in the modern era. 

d.  He listed the dates and locations of important events in football history.

7.  According to the article, what is the most likely reason that high school, college, and 

professional football are played on different days of the week?

a.  to reduce the workload for broadcasters and officials associated with the sport

b.  to promote attendance at other sporting events 

c.  to reduce schedule conflicts for individuals who wish to attend or watch multiple 

games

d.  to allow football athletes to play in multiple contests 

8.  Read this sentence from the article.

As the story goes, a player in Rugby, England became irritated with his lack of 

success in kicking the ball.

What does the word irritated mean as used in the sentence?

a.  perplexed

b.  disgusted

c.  frightened

d.  annoyed

A Brief Look at Football History (continued)  ____________________
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Question Answer

1 a

2 c

3 c

4 c

5 a

6 b

7 c

8 d

Answer Key

A Brief Look at Football History

A Brief Look at Football History (continued)  ____________________
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My Flight on the Concorde

Beginning in January 1976, it took the beautiful Supersonic Concorde jet less 

than four hours to make the trip from London to New York, depending on weather 

conditions. I was lucky enough to take this flight once because I knew someone who 

worked for the company. A total of 20 Concorde jets were built, and only 14 of these 

went into airline service. What was unique about the Concorde was that it flew at 

twice the speed of sound, Mach 2, which is about 1,350 miles per hour. However, the 

speed could change slightly depending on the temperature of the surrounding air. The 

speeds at take-off and landing for this jet were considerably higher than for traditional 

subsonic aircrafts. With 100 passengers and 9 crew members, this aircraft could travel 

approximately 4,500 miles, making the trip from London to New York accessible within 

a very short timeframe. The maximum altitude that Concorde could reach was 60,000 

feet, which is over 11 miles high! The temperature outside on the tip of the Concorde's 

nose went up to 260 degrees Fahrenheit. This was caused by friction of the air at this 

intense speed. 

On the day that I departed for my trip on the Concorde, we arrived at Heathrow 

Airport in London and went up to the British 

Airways desk for check-in. As soon as we 

showed our Concorde flight tickets, we 

were treated like royalty. These were very 

expensive tickets, so I was lucky that I didn’t 

have to pay for my flight! We were taken to 

a lounge and offered canapés, caviar, and 

champagne. The walk out to the jet was on 

a red carpet! I was so excited that I couldn’t 

stop grinning as I boarded Speedbird 001. 

The seating configuration was different from 

most other passenger aircrafts due to the slim body and limited space. There were two 

seating spaces on either side of the aisle, and it was, without a doubt, more comfortable 

than a standard seat found in the typical economy cabin. The grey-blue leather 

executive-style seats made it look and feel more like an executive jet. Even though there 

British Airways Concorde interior
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are no price differences for seating locations on the Concorde, where you sat said a 

lot about who you were. Usually, Concorde passengers who flew on a regular basis, 

which included minor royalty, chief executives of top corporations, and A-list celebrities, 

insisted on the first five rows. The center of the Concorde was for all the regular folks 

flying, and the rear cabin was filled with passengers who upgraded from other flights 

or who were flying for just a once-in-a-lifetime experience. We were at the back, but it 

didn't matter to me. It was the Concorde experience that mattered. 

Before take-off, the Captain warned us that the Concorde would take off 

much faster than a 747 jumbo jet or almost any other aircraft. He explained that the 

afterburners were used to get even more speed. That is, the extra rockets at the back 

were switched on. As we took off, I was so excited that I had butterflies in my stomach. 

I felt the thrust intensifying as the plane’s speed increased on the ground. Then, it lifted 

off sharply into the sky. The rockets were used a second time on the flight, when the 

plane went supersonic; it felt like a small kick from the back of the aircraft, somewhat 

like a car accelerating at top speed. The only way we knew that we were traveling 

faster than the speed of sound was by the mach meter which was visible at the front of 

each cabin. This registered speed until Mach 2 was reached. Later, we could see the 

curvature of the Earth because we were traveling 60,000 feet above the ground. That 

height is twice the altitude at which a traditional plane usually flies!

Another interesting fact about the Concorde is that the length of the aircraft 

actually increases by approximately eight inches during flight. This was caused by 

friction with the atmosphere that made the outside metal swell.  However, this change 

was not something that we noticed. On board, the service was superb! We had 

continuous access to canapés, caviar, and champagne along with a five-star, three-

course meal. Beginning with the first drink, and all the way to the final chocolate, the 

flight crew was busily running up and down the aisles to cater to our every whim. All too 

soon, the flight was coming to an end. As the Concorde started to slow down to normal 

speed, we passed by other planes that had left London hours before us. The landing 

at JFK Airport in New York was every bit as thrilling as the take-off. Like a sports car, 

the plane was sensitive to every jolt and jostle, but the pilot made a beautiful landing 

onto the tarmac. After three hours and 20 minutes of flight, with speeds of 1,350 miles 

per hour, it was all over. What a wonderful and privileged experience it was to fly on the 

Concorde!

My Flight on the Concorde (continued)  _________________________
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1.  Which detail about the Concorde from the passage can be verified by evidence 

presented in the photograph?

a.  Tickets for air travel on the Concorde were exorbitantly expensive regardless of the 

location of the seat.

b.  The seating configuration on the Concorde was different from that of other aircrafts 

with two seating spaces on either side of the aisle.

c.  The rear cabin of the Concorde was filled with passengers that upgraded from other 

flights or those flying for a once-in-a-lifetime experience.

d.  Traditionally, regular Concorde passengers (executives, royalty, celebrities) sat in the 

first five rows of the airplane.  

2.  What does the word jostle mean as used in this sentence?

Like a sports car, the plane was sensitive to every jolt and jostle, but the pilot 

made a beautiful landing onto the tarmac.

a.  clash

b.  drop 

c.  reverse

d.  shake 

3.  How did the take-off of the Concorde differ from the take-off of a 747 jumbo jet?

a.  The Concorde took off at greater speed than did other aircraft.

b.  The Concorde expanded about eight inches during take-off, while the 747 did not.

c.  The Concorde flew at a greater altitude than did other aircraft.

d.  The Concorde registered in-flight speeds of Mach 2, while the 747 did not.

4.  What caused the metal on the exterior of the Concorde to expand during flight?

a.  the curvature of the Earth as evident at 60,000 feet

b.  the friction between the aircraft and the atmosphere

c.  the aircraft’s slim body and limited space

d.  the steep incline of the aircraft’s take-off trajectory

My Flight on the Concorde (continued)  _________________________
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5.  Which detail from the passage best supports the author’s assertion that those with 

Concorde tickets were “treated like royalty”?

a.  “The grey-blue leather, executive-style seats make it look and feel more like an 

executive jet.”

b.  “…I was so excited that I had butterflies in my stomach.”

c.  “Even though there were no price differences for seating locations on the Concorde, 

where you sat said a great deal about who you were.”

d.  “…the flight crew was busily running up and down the aisles to cater to our every 

whim.”

6.  Which organizational pattern does the author use in this essay?

a.  She introduces the Concorde and its unique characteristics before relating her 

personal flight experience.

b.  She presents an argument for traveling on the Concorde rather than on a traditional 

subsonic aircraft.

c.  She poses questions about supersonic flight and provides expert answers and 

opinions.  

d.  She describes the colorful lives and experiences of the Concorde’s most well-known 

passengers.  

7.  What was the author’s purpose in writing this essay?

a.  to describe advances in air travel in the past century

b.  to entertain readers with an amusing story about a Concorde flight

c.  to persuade readers to travel more frequently by supersonic aircraft

d.  to introduce readers to the Concorde and its many charms

8.  Read this sentence from the essay.  

The walkout to the jet was on a red carpet!

The author included this detail to show readers that 

a.  flying on the Concorde was a luxurious experience.  

b.  she was considered a celebrity by the flight crew.

c.  the Concorde didn’t differ dramatically from other aircraft of the time.

d.  only royalty were permitted to use the Concorde for air travel.

My Flight on the Concorde (continued)  _________________________
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Question Answer

1 b

2 d

3 a

4 b

5 d

6 a

7 d

8 a

Answer Key

My Flight on the Concorde

My Flight on the Concorde (continued)  _________________________
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Coral Castle

A man named Ed Leedskalnin worked alone from 1923 to 1951 to build a castle 

carved and sculpted out of over eleven hundred tons of coral rock. He was driven to 

do this when his fiancée and true love, Agnes Scuffs, broke off their engagement and 

cancelled the wedding. Ed was heartbroken, so he moved from his home of Latvia and 

settled in Florida in 1919. There he purchased land and set out to create Coral Castle as 

a monument to his lost love. 

Ed started the coral structures in Florida City. Then in 1936, Ed moved his 

coral monument to its present location on a ten-acre site near Homestead, Florida. 

Homestead is just south of Miami. The most amazing fact you learn as you tour his 

structure, is that Ed was a mere five feet tall and weighed only one hundred pounds. If 

anyone ever asked Ed how he managed to move the blocks of coral, he would answer 

saying that he had a good understanding of the laws of weight and leverage.

When you consider his size, compared to the tons and tons of coral rock that 

were moved to build this castle, you might have many more questions than answers. We 

know that he cut and moved the huge rocks by 

using only hand tools. Some people believe, 

because he had worked in a lumber camp, 

that he had learned special techniques for 

moving heavy objects. There are no records 

of anyone observing Ed working on his 

sculptures in either Florida City or Homestead. 

He only had a fourth grade education but, as 

you walk around the castle, it seems obvious 

that he must have had a great knowledge of 

engineering. Some people compare his secret 

methods of construction to those used at Stonehenge or even the pyramids of Egypt.

Some of the coral structures in the castle include a table complete with a full set 

of chairs, a nine ton gate, a rocking chair, a sundial, and even a moon fountain. Keep in 

mind that each structure measures not pounds, but tons, of coral rock. 
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Coral Castle (continued)  ______________________________________

As the years went by, Ed gave tours of his castle for as little as ten cents. In 1951, 

at the age of 64, he posted a sign on his front gate that said “going to the hospital”. 

Three days later, he died. His family sold his castle. It was later placed on the National 

Register of Historic Places. We may never know how Ed built the Coral Castle, but it is 

fascinating to see these magnificent structures built as a testament to love. 
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1.  Which sentence best describes the author’s opinion of Ed Leedskalnin?

a.  He finds him insensitive and cruel.

b.  He finds him outrageous and flamboyant.

c.  He finds him fascinating and mysterious.

d.  He finds him ridiculous and coy.

2.  Why do some people compare Ed’s secret building methods to those used at 

Stonehenge and the pyramids of Egypt?

a.  The structures found at Stonehenge and in Egypt resemble those on display at Coral 

Castle.  

b.  Stonehenge and the pyramids were also constructed by a single individual over time.

c.  The specific methods used at Stonehenge and in Egypt are also unknown.  

d.  Stonehenge and the pyramids were also built as monuments to love.

3.  Why did Ed begin work on the Coral Castle?

a.  He was asked to design and construct the castle by the National Register of Historic 

Places.

b.  He wanted to showcase his knowledge of weights and leverage.

c.  He was heartbroken and hoped to build the castle as evidence of his love.  

d.  He wanted to provide the public with an inexpensive attraction.  

4.  According to the author, how was Ed most likely able to build the castle by himself?

a.  He used special techniques learned during previous employment.

b.  He followed instructions provided to him by the builders of Stonehenge and the 

pyramids of Egypt.

c.  He used special techniques learned in school in Latvia.

d.  He followed instructions provided to him by Agnes Scuffs.

5.  Where is Coral Castle presently located? 

a.  south of Florida City

b.  in Miami, Florida

c.  near Homestead, Florida

d.  at the National Register of Historic Places

Coral Castle (continued)  ______________________________________
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6.  How did Ed respond when asked how he built the structures at Coral Castle?

a.  He used specialized hand tools.

b.  He was inspired by his true love.

c.  He was educated in the principles of engineering.

d.  He had knowledge of weights and leverage.

7.  Why does the author provide the reader with Ed’s height and weight?

a.  to describe his physical appearance in clearer detail 

b.  to emphasize the impressiveness of his construction feat

c.  to suggest that he was well-suited for lifting and moving heavy objects

d.  to cast doubt on his reported training in a lumber camp

8.  Read this sentence from the article.  

We may never know how Ed built the Coral Castle, but it is fascinating to see 

these magnificent structures built as a testament to love.  

What does testament mean?

a.  dialogue 

b.  tribute

c.  inspiration

d.  reference

Coral Castle (continued)  ______________________________________
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Question Answer

1 c

2 c

3 c

4 a

5 c

6 d

7 b

8 b

Answer Key

Coral Castle

Coral Castle (continued)  ______________________________________
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The Beach

 When you spend the day at the beach, there are many options for things to do 

and see. For example, you can enjoy time alone or plan a day at the beach with friends. 

While you are there, you may spend your time relaxing, exercising, reading, swimming, 

fishing, sunbathing, or doing a number of different activities. Depending on what you like 

to do, going to the beach may require much planning, or none at all. 

 Personally, I like to go to the beach by myself. Usually, I will just bring along a 

towel and a book. My mother, on the other hand, never wants to go by herself. For her, 

spending the day at the beach is a huge production involving friends and food. She 

insists on packing all of the proper beach supplies. She will spend hours organizing an 

oversized beach bag with sunscreen, tanning oil, magazines, crossword puzzle books, 

sunglasses, extra clothes, towels, and many other things that she calls “necessities.” It 

sometimes looks as if she is going on a weeklong vacation instead of a day trip to the 

beach. 

 My father was raised in the city and, as such, has never been much of an 

outdoors man. He does not particularly care for the feeling of saltwater on his skin or 

sand between his toes. Whenever we are able to convince him to come, he prefers to 

wear tennis shoes and shorts to the beach rather than a swimsuit. For him, the beach 

also creates an opportunity for a cookout. This is lucky for the rest of us! While we swim 

and play Frisbee in the sand, Dad will prepare a delicious beach meal of hamburgers, 

hot dogs, chips, cookies, and soda.

 My brother refuses to plan his trips to the beach, and he will usually decide at the 

last minute to travel the few miles for sand and surf. As a result, he often returns from a 

beach day hungry and sunburned. He still has not learned to pack a lunch or take the 

precaution of applying sunscreen, even after a lifetime of experience traveling to the 

beach.

 Whatever kind of beach-goer you are, prepared or unprepared, clean or dirty, 

alone or with a group, the beach is always a great place to be!
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1.  Read this sentence from the essay.  

Whenever we are able to convince him to come, he prefers to wear tennis shoes 

and shorts to the beach rather than a swimsuit.

What does the word convince mean?

a.  deter

b.  reform

c.  persuade

d.  transfer

2.  The author’s mother and father are similar in that they both like to

a.  spend time alone at the beach.

b.  wear swimsuits to the beach.

c.  do crossword puzzles at the beach.

d.  bring food to the beach.

3.  Read this sentence from the essay.  

It sometimes looks as if she is going on a weeklong vacation instead of a day trip 

to the beach.  

The author uses this imagery to show that his mother

a.  uses oversized luggage when packing for the beach.

b.  frequently packs more than is necessary for a day trip.  

c.  prepares for a beach trip weeks in advance.

d.  often packs items inappropriate for a day at the beach.  

4.  Why does the author’s brother often return from the beach sunburned?

a.  He doesn’t care for the feeling of sand or saltwater.

b.  He has little experience traveling to the beach.

c.  He plans carefully for trips to the beach.

d.  He doesn’t take the precaution of applying sunscreen.  

The Beach (continued)  ________________________________________
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5.  Which word best describes how the author feels about his father’s inclination toward 

cooking out at the beach?

a.  annoyed

b.  pleased

c.  uncertain

d.  skeptical

6.  Read this sentence from the essay.  

He still has not learned to pack a lunch or take the precaution of applying 

sunscreen, even after a lifetime of experience traveling to the beach.

What does the word precaution mean?

a.  impractical regard

b.  preventative measure

c.  dependable element

d.  discreet provision

7.  What organizational pattern does the author use in this essay?

a.  He makes a statement about beach trips and supports it with evidence from his 

personal experience.

b.  He lists instructions for preparing for a day at the beach with family.

c.  He tells the dramatic story of a family trip to the beach.

d.  He describes different beach destinations and makes recommendations of what to 

see and do.

8.  How do the author and his mother differ?

a.  The author’s mother prefers to spend time at the beach alone, while the author 

enjoys spending time with friends.

b.  The author’s mother often makes the trip to the beach at the last minute, while the 

author plans ahead.

c.  The author’s mother packs a large number of items for a day at the beach, while the 

author packs very few.

d.  The author’s mother dislikes the feeling of sand and saltwater, while the author 

enjoys the outdoors.  

The Beach (continued)  ________________________________________
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Question Answer

1 c

2 d

3 b

4 d

5 b

6 b

7 a

8 c

Answer Key

The Beach

The Beach (continued)  ________________________________________
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Oysters

  Oysters are bivalve mollusks that live in oceans and nearby brackish waters. 

Oysters have a hard outer shell that surrounds their soft body. This two-part shell is 

held closed by strong muscles and it is meant to help protect the oyster from predators. 

Oysters have gills that allow them to filter food in the form of plankton from the water. 

 Oysters are fished by hand or by using a long-handled rake and tongs. In shallow 

waters, fishermen can simply scrape together several oysters with a rake and then 

scoop them up into a bucket. In deeper waters, more complex tools are necessary to 

complete this process. They can also be harvested by divers who collect oysters by 

hand. 

 Across the world today, oysters are served in a variety of ways. Some oysters can 

be eaten both raw and cooked. These oysters have provided humans with sustenance 

since before recorded history began. One of the most popular ways to eat oysters is raw 

with butter, lemon juice, vinegar, or cocktail sauce. Those who would rather eat their 

oysters cooked can choose a variety of toppings 

and can order them fried, steamed, boiled, baked, 

or stewed. The most difficult part of serving oysters 

as food is opening their hard outer shells. Oysters 

have to be alive right up until the time they are 

consumed, so they stay closed until they are 

ready to be served. The general method used for 

opening an oyster shell is called shucking. This is 

done by inserting a special knife between the two 

parts of the shell and prying it open. 

Oyster Festivals in United States

Amite Oyster Festival - Amite, Louisiana
Arcata Bay Oyster Festival - Arcata, California
Berks County Celtic Oyster Festival - Mohnton, Pennsylvania
Chincoteague Oyster Festival - Chincoteague, Virginia
Florida Seafood Festival - Apalachicola, Florida
Lowcountry Oyster Festival - Charleston, South Carolina
Milford Oyster Festival - Milford, Connecticut
Norwalk Oyster Festival - Norwalk, Connecticut
OysterFest - Shelton, Washington
The Oyster Festival - Oyster Bay, New York
San Francisco Oyster Fest - San Francisco, California 
St. Mary's County Oyster Festival - Leonardtown, Maryland
Oysterfest - Fulton, Texas
Urbanna Oyster Festival - Urbanna, Virginia 
Wellfleet OysterFest - Wellfleet, Massachusetts



117© 2009 State of Florida, Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.

 Other oysters are popular not for their taste, but for the pearls they produce. 

Pearl oysters produce pearls by covering a piece of sand or grit with a substance called 

nacre. Over time, layers and layers of nacre build up, forming a perfect sphere. There 

are many sizes and colors of pearls depending on the type of oyster and surrounding 

conditions. Pearls that develop inside oysters naturally are called natural pearls. Pearl 

farmers can also cultivate pearls by placing a piece of grit inside of an oyster’s shell. 

These cultured pearls look the same as natural pearls, but are not as valuable. 

There is a famous saying about oysters that reads, “The world is your oyster.” This 

saying refers to the plenitude of food and riches oysters can provide. In fact, many cities 

and towns host oyster festivals to celebrate the oyster and honor the fishermen who 

bring us these wonderful creatures from the sea. 

Oysters (continued)  ___________________________________________
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1.  Read this sentence from the article.  

These oysters have provided humans with sustenance since before recorded 

history began.

What is the meaning of the word sustenance as used in the sentence?

a.  assistance

b.  recognition

c.  nourishment

d.  protection

2.  Which sentence best describes the main idea of the article?

a.  Oysters are valuable to humans as a source of both food and treasure.

b.  Harvesting oysters is a complex and expensive endeavor.  

c.  Oysters frequently represent opportunity when referenced in literary works.

d.  Preparing oysters for human consumption requires the use of specialized tools.

3.  What is one major difference between natural and cultured pearls?

a.  Natural pearls are covered in nacre, while cultured pearls are not.  

b.  Cultured pearls are less valuable than natural pearls.

c.  Natural pearls develop from sand or grit, while cultured pearls do not.

d.  Cultured pearls come in fewer shapes and sizes than natural pearls.

4.  What was the author’s purpose in writing this article?

a.  to introduce readers to the preparation and consumption of oysters

b.  to combat inaccuracies in common references to oysters

c.  to describe the value of oysters to the human population

d.  to persuade readers to promote the harvesting of oysters on a larger scale

Oysters (continued)  ___________________________________________
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5.  How does the list of oyster festivals in the United States help readers understand the 

article on oysters?

a.  It expands readers’ knowledge of the specific cities and towns that host oyster 

festivals.

b.  It tells readers why oyster festivals are currently so popular in the United States.

c.  It describes the events and participants associated with oyster festivals.  

d.  It clarifies the natural habitat and harvesting season of oysters native to the United 

States.

6.  Which subheading would be most appropriate for the third paragraph of the article?

a.  On the Menu

b.  Pretty Pearls

c.  Celebrating Seafood

d.  Marine Mollusks

7.  What does the word plenitude mean as used in this excerpt from the article?

There is a famous saying about oysters that reads, “The world is your oyster.”  

This saying refers to the plenitude of food and riches oysters can provide.

a.  preference 

b.  refinement

c.  description 

d.  abundance

8.  According to the author, what is the most challenging part of serving oysters as 

food?

a.  removing the natural or cultured pearl

b.  handling the long-handled rake and tongs

c.  opening the hard outer shell

d.  keeping them alive until they are ready to be consumed

Oysters (continued)  ___________________________________________
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Question Answer

1 c

2 a

3 c

4 c

5 a

6 a

7 d

8 c

Answer Key

Oysters

Oysters (continued)  ___________________________________________
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Changes Coming to the Library

When research paper deadlines are quickly approaching and home computers 

are down, desperate students will often head to the computer lab at the library to finish 

their papers. Upon arrival, they may find this room packed and a line formed outside the 

door. Take a number.

With the Coastal Library expanding 

its reference section and installing software 

applications on all of the reference computers, 

this ritual of waiting in line will hopefully become 

a thing of the past. The Coastal Library is 

moving all of the desktop computers from the 

computer lab into the reference section, as well 

as adding applications, such as word processing 

and spreadsheet software to the computers in 

this section. Previously, software that students needed to complete coursework was 

unavailable on the reference computers. Students without access to a computer at 

home were forced to cram into the lab in order to use computers equipped with these 

applications.

"I come to the library every day," Tim Crown, a political science major, said. "I'm 

glad that all of the computers in the library will have word processing now, because 

when you would go to the computer lab, you usually had to wait in line before being able 

to finish your work."

With the combination of the reference area and the academic computing lab, 

all of the computers within the Coastal Library will now be equipped with the software 

required to complete coursework. With these changes, the library will be much more 

accommodating.

"It is a large software upgrade," said James Hopper, assistant to the Library 

Director. "It's going to give every computer on the first floor the same software that was 

only found in academic computing before. Now it will be available on all the computers 

in the reference area." 
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According to Hopper, there are now approximately 160 computers in the library. 

With the overhaul, the library will be equipped with more than 250 computers, making 

access to computers much easier for the students.

"First, they are combining all of the computers in the reference department with 

the academic computers on the first floor," Hopper said. "Once that is completed, they 

will purchase more computers. The new carpeting is already in and the computers have 

been moved. Next week, sections of the library will be open to the public, but there is 

still more work to be done."

The library is also hoping to improve communication with students. Now that 

all the computers are being moved from the academic computing lab, the reference 

desk will be staffed with a computer specialist to assist with a wider range of problems. 

"We're going to combine service points because right now we only have a reference 

desk," Hopper said. "Now there will be what we call an Information Commons. This will 

be a location that has both a librarian and a computer technician, so we should be able 

to improve our service and answer almost any question that a student has."

While the expansion solves the problem of the library's accessibility, its hours of 

operation still remain an issue. The library closes at midnight on weekdays, except for 

Friday evenings, when it shuts down at 6:00 p.m.

"Student Government has been asking for extended hours for a long time. We’ve 

been looking at the figures in order to try to keep the library open longer," Hopper said.

The library has extended hours during exam periods, but some students would 

like to see later hours during the regular semester. "I think it should be open later on 

Fridays," Crown said. "I think it would be nice to have it open 24 hours a day, but I don’t 

know if that would be financially feasible."

Changes Coming to the Library (continued)  ____________________
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1.  What problem is the Coastal Library expansion intended to address?

a.  scarce financial resources for academic computing programs

b.  limited expertise among reference librarians and computer specialists

c.  computer accessibility and software inadequacies

d.  unsatisfactory hours of operation and facilities management

2.  How will accessibility to computers with word processing and spreadsheet software 

change once the library expansion is complete?

a.  The software will be available on reference section computers where it had once 

been available only on computer lab computers.

b.  The library will only be able to accommodate 160 computer-users where it had once 

been able to accommodate 250.  

c.  The software will be available 24 hours a day where it had once been available only 

during library hours.  

d.  The library will staff the reference desk with only a librarian where it had once staffed 

the desk with a librarian and a computer specialist.  

3.  Read this sentence from the article.  

With these changes, the library will be much more accommodating.

What does accommodating mean?

a.  boiler plate

b.  user friendly

c.  large scale

d.  cost effective

4.  What is the purpose of adding applications to the reference section computers?

a.  to encourage students to use computer lab computers as their primary workstations 

b.  to reduce the number of student questions to reference librarians and computer 

specialists

c.  to improve communication among students and instructional staff

d.  to increase student access to programs required to complete coursework 

Changes Coming to the Library (continued)  ____________________
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5.  What technique does the author use in the first paragraph to help readers 

understand the changes needed at the library?

a.  He provides a quote to introduce the students’ perspective on the problem.

b.  He describes a common scenario to illustrate the students’ dilemma.

c.  He expresses an opinion on the ability of the library to meet students’ needs.

d.  He references other works that have addressed similar situations of interest to   

students.

 

6.  Read this sentence from the article.  

Student Government has been asking for extended hours for a long time.

What does extended mean?

a.  contracted

b.  repeated

c.  abridged

d.  lengthened

7.  Use both the article and the photograph to answer this question.  

One issue that the changes at the Coastal Library will address is 

a.  the funding needed to better staff an Information Commons.

b.  the outdated nature of the available software applications.  

c.  the limited hours of operation of the library.  

d.  the wait time to use library computers to complete coursework.

Changes Coming to the Library (continued)  ____________________
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8.  Read this sentence from the article.  

The library is also hoping to improve communication with students.  

Which sentence from the article best illustrates the Coastal Library’s attempt at 

achieving this goal? 

a.  “With the combination of the reference area and the academic computing lab, all 

of the computers within the Coastal Library will now be equipped with the software 

required to complete coursework.”

b.  “The library closes at midnight on weekdays, except for Friday evenings, when it 

shuts down at 6:00 p.m.”

c.  “This will be a location that has both a librarian and a computer technician, so we 

should be able to improve our service and answer almost any question that a student 

has.”

d.  “With the overhaul, the library will be equipped with more than 250 computers, 

making access to computers much easier for the students.”

Changes Coming to the Library (continued)  ____________________
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Question Answer

1 c

2 a

3 b

4 d

5 b

6 d

7 d

8 c

Answer Key

Changes Coming to the Library
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